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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY  
APRIL 22, 2014 

 
 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in Somerville, Tennessee, on the 
22nd day of February, 2014.  Present and presiding was Chairman Rhea Taylor.  Also 
present were the following:  Sue W. Culver, County Clerk, James R. “Bobby” Riles, 
Sheriff; and the following County Commissioners:  Ed Allen, Joann Allen, Steve 
Anderson, Charles Brewer, Odis Cox, Charles “Chuck” Dacus, Lee “Sissy” Dowdle, 
Willie German, Jr., Reggie Howard, Judy Karcher, Bill Kelley, Terry Leggett, David 
Lillard, Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, Steve Reeves, Ray Seals, Larry Watkins, and 
Myles Wilson. 
 
 A quorum was declared with all 19 Commissioners present.  
 
 The floor was opened to the public for comments on non-agenda items.  
Addressing the Board was Dana Pittman of Bailey Morrison Drive regarding the financial 
status of the School Board for the new school construction.   
 
 Commissioner Dowdle moved that the minutes from March 25, 2014 be 
approved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and passed unanimously.  
 
 Commissioner Logan moved that the following be elected notaries public:  Debra 
K. Beshires, Daphanie Maclin, and Peter William Stein, Jr.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Seals and passed unanimously.   
 
 Commissioner Anderson moved that the following be appointed to the Airport 
Committee:  Ed Pulliam, Sam Aljundi, Nate Peterson, Dwight Smith, and Eugene 
McFerren.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Reeves moved that John Sydney Sullivan and Gordon Tomlin be 
reappointed to the Agriculture Committee,  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Oglesby and passed unanimously.  
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 Chairman Taylor reminded Commissioners that financial reports were sent in 
Commissioners’ packets and any questions should be directed to the appropriate official.  
He then reported for the County Mayor’s Office.  Chairman Taylor recognized Ms. Molly 
McCarley  and the “Leadership Fayette” class in attendance.  He stated that the first draft 
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of the new budget was on the table, and that meetings with department heads would begin 
in May, on the 5th, 6th, 12th, 13th and 25th  at 5:30PM.  Non-profit requests will be heard 
on June 10th.  An update was given on TVA service to the Haywood Megasite, which will 
disrupt some farms in Fayette County.  Commissioners Wilson, Dowdle and Brewer, 
from the district where this disruption is to occur, presented a resolution addressing these 
concerns.   Commissioner Wilson moved that the following resolution be approved.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Dowdle and passed unanimously.   
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 Commissioner Howard moved that the following resolution regarding the issue be 
approved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously.  
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 Chairman Taylor stated that he will get with the County Commissioners to get 
recommendations for nominations from their respective districts for the Higher Education 
Board members.   
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 No reports were given for the Sheriff’s Department, Board of Education, Juvenile 
Court, Board of Public Works, Trustees Office, or Planning and Development.   
 
 Commissioner Wilson reported for the Development Committee which met on 
April 7, 2014.  Commissioner Dowdle presented a resolution asking for the bridge on 
Bateman Road south of Highway 57, to be named the E. J. Hurdle Bridge.  Mr. Hurdle is 
an active business owner in the Moscow area who has been very influential in the timber 
and lumber business.  Commissioner Wilson moved that the resolution be approved as 
follows.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously.  
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 The Committee also discussed the nominees for the Airport Committee approved 
earlier, the Gold Star Memorial Highway Resolution, to be discussed later at this 
meeting, budget amendments for the Public Works Department, Courtesy Car for the 
Airport, and the Highway 222 Reroute agreement.   
 



 668 

 Commissioner Leggett reported for the Health and Welfare Committee which met 
on April 7, 2014.  The Committee reviewed the financial and run reports with Director 
Sam McKnight.  The Mayor had presented reports that the towns of Piperton and 
Rossville would like to participate in a cost share arrangement for an ambulance to be 
stationed in Rossville.  Piperton would agree to purchase an ambulance and Rossville 
would house it in their new municipal building.  The County would be responsible for 
staffing the vehicle.   The proposal will be brought back next month with more 
information.   The Mayor also brought a proposal to allow a volunteer subscription 
process that would avoid any costs from the County, once insurance had been filed on for 
ambulance or fire calls.  This will also be brought back to the Committee with more 
information next month.  Also reviewed and recommended for approval were 
reappointments for two members of the Agriculture Committee.  
 
 Commissioner Oglesby stated that the Personnel Committee did not meet.   
 
 Commissioner Lillard reported for the Education Committee which met on April 
8, 2014.  The Committee reviewed some budget amendments for the Board of Education 
which were forwarded to Budget with a recommendation for approval.  The Board of 
Education presented a Resolution requesting abatement funding for the new school 
construction.  The Committee requested a listing of who was to be paid and the amount 
of the payments.  The amendment was placed on the Budget Committees agenda since 
this committee is advisory.  The Committee also discussed a change order request from 
the Board of Education to install more efficient heating and air control systems in the 
new school, but it was tabled for more information.  
 
 Commissioner Anderson reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee, which met on April 8, 2014. The Committee reviewed a request from 
Chancery Court to move collected funds from a reserve account for equipment into an 
expenditure account for new computers.  The City of Gallaway mistakenly auctioned off 
a vehicle that was leased from the County, but would turn the payment over to the 
County if the Commission approved.  The matter was sent to Budget with 
recommendation for approval.         
 
 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which also met on 
April 8, 2014. Commissioner German moved that the following General Fund Budget 
amendments be approved. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilson and 
passed unanimously. 
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Commissioner German moved that the following amendment to the general fund moving 
funds to an expenditure account for Chancery Court be approved.  The motion was 
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seconded by Commissioner Brewer and passed unanimously.  

 
 
 Commissioner German moved that the following amendment to the County 
General fund be approved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson and 
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passed unanimously.  

 
 
 Commissioner German moved that the following amendment to the general fund 
budget moving $45000 in grant money to paint the courthouse windows to an 
expenditure account be approved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dowdle 
and passed unanimously.  
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Commissioner German moved that the following amendment to the Public Works budget 
be approved.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilson and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German moved that the following eight (8) amendments to the 
Board of Education be approved.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lillard 
and passed unanimously. 
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141 General Purpose Amendment-Maintenance: 
 

 
 
 
 
142 FEDERAL AMENDMENT Subfund 101 Title 1: 
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142 FEDERAL AMENDMENT Subfund 900 IDEA Preschool : 
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142 FEDERAL AMENDMENTS IDEA SUB FUND 900: 
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141 GENERAL PURPOSE AMENDMENT LIBRARY GRANT: 
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141 GENERAL AMENDMENTS –COMMUNICATIONS: 
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141 GENERAL AMENDMENTS – VOCATIONAL: 
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Commissioner Lillard moved that the following “Resolution of the Fayette County Board 
of Education Requesting Abatement Funding” be approved.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Dowdle. After a great deal of discussion the following roll call vote 
was taken: 
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Voting “YES”:  Commissioners Anderson, Brewer, Cox, Dacus, Dowdle, German, 
Howard, Kelley , Lillard, Logan, Oglesby, Reeves, Seals, Watkins, and Wilson (15) 
 
Voting “NO”: Commissioner Leggett 
 
“PASSING”:   Commissioners Ed Allen, Joann Allen, and Karcher 
 
Thereupon the motion passed.  
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Commissioner Ed Allen moved to table the New Elementary School Change 
Order Request in which the School Board was requesting additional funds to install more 
efficient heating and air control systems in the new school.  The motion was seconded by 
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Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously by the Board.  The matter will come up 
next month.   

 
Commissioner German moved that the following Resolution be approved to 

rename State Route 1 to “The Gold Star Families Memorial Highway”.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Howard and passed unanimously. 
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Commissioner German moved that the following “Resolution Naming the E.J. 

Hurdle Bridge” be approved and that funding be provided for erecting signs.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously.   
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 Commissioner German moved that the Commission allow the City of Gallaway to 
reimburse the County for a vehicle they sold at auction thinking the title was in the City 
of Gallaway’s name.  However it was in the County’s name and was being leased to the 
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City of Gallaway.  Commissioner Dowdle seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 
 Commissioner German moved to adopt the following resolution.  Commissioner 
Oglesby seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
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 Commissioner German moved to approve the following resolution to accept a 
grant for litter and trash collection.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dowdle 
and passed unanimously.   
 

 
 
 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned.   
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      _________________________________ 
      Rhea V. Taylor, County Mayor  
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Sue W. Culver, County Clerk  
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