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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
October 26, 2021 

 
 

 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session on October 26, 2021, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioners:  Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, 
Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David Webb. 
 
 A quorum was declared with eighteen (18) Commissioners present.  
Commissioner Claude Oglesby was absent. 
 
 The floor was open to the public for comments on non-agenda items.  Mose 
Payne addressed the board about the lack of fire departments in rural areas, fire 
hydrants in rural areas, tornado sirens in rural areas, internet in some rural areas, 
litter, and the escapes and attempt escapes from Wilder Youth.  
 
 Commissioner Watkins moved to approve the September minutes from 
September 28, 2021.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was the approval of a resolution to approve the increase 
the permissible distance of a solar power generation facility from the centerline of 
an operational TVA.  Mr. John Pitner addressed the board about a solar 
photovoltaic facility to be further than one-and-a-half (1.50) miles from the 
centerline.  The floor was open to the public.  With no one coming forward the 
floor was closed.  Commissioner Goodroe, Legget, and Farley expressed concern 
about the Solar Farms. 
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 A roll call vote was called to adopt the amendment to increase the 
maximum distance.  
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 Commissioner Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy 
Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, 
Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David Webb voting yes.  
Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Kevin J. Powers, and Robert Sills voting no, the motion 
passed with fourteen (14) for yes and four (4) for no. 

 
 



449 
 

 Commissioner Logan moved to approve the following as notaries public:  
Christina Carson, Latonja Ewell, Annie M. Howard, Samantha Paris, Marguel 
Polania, J. Colin Rosser, and Dena White.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman stated that the financial reports had been presented and for 
any questions to be directed to the proper official. 
 
 Rusty Bliss gave a update that the insulation project on the west side of the 
hanger is about ninety-five percent (95%) finished.  The agriculture pad clean up is 
going great and that a lot of crop dusters are using the agriculture pad.  The 
wholesale supplier is giving a lot of pressure on the fuel cells and that more fuel 
has been sold this month than in the past and Southern Night’s of Elegance is 
coming along.   
 
 There were no reports for the Sheriff’s Department, Board of Education, 
Juvenile Court, Public Works, Trustee, and the Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee.  The 
committee elected Farley as chairman and Walker as vice-chair.  The committee 
discussed the zoning amendment, TDOT speed limit request, and centralized 
accounting.  
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for Health and Welfare Committee.  The 
committee elected Reeves as Chairman and Leggett as vice-chairman.  The 
committee discussed the ambulance report and centralized accounting. 
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Commissioner Norton made the motion for the Animal Shelter to go back to 
committee for discussion on another location.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins.  A roll call vote was called for location to be sent back to 
the committee.   



452 
 

 
 



453 
 

 Commissioner Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy 
Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, Elizabeth Rice, 
Ray Seals, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David Webb voted yes.  Commissioner 
Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Steve Reeves, Robert Sills voted no.  Commissioner 
Kevin J. Powers abstained.  With thirteen (13) voting yes, four (4) voting no, and 
one (1) abstaining the motion passed. 
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 Commissioner Lilliard reported for Personnel Committee.  The committee 
elected Commissioner Lillard for chairman and Commissioner Watkins for vice-
chairman. 

 
 
 Commissioner Dacus reported for the Education Committee.  The 
committee elected Commissioner Dacus as Chairman and Commissioner Walker 
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was elected and vice-chairman.  The committee also discussed budget amendment 
for federal projects and centralized accounting. 

 
 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee.  The committee elected Commissioner Rice as chairman and 
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Commissioner Leggett as vice-chairman.  The committee also discussed the 
sheriff’s report, Tiger correctional services, the budget amendment for additional 
attorney fees, and centralized accounting. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee.  The committee 
elected Commissioner German as chairman and Commissioner Reeves as vice-
chairman.  The committee also discussed budget amendment for additional 
attorney fees, schools’ federal projects fund, tiger correctional services, and 
centralized accounting. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
budget amendment 101 on additional attorney fees.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass resolution for the budget 
amendment 142 for school federal project with no change to the fund balance.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the resolution for the Tiger 
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Correctional Service A update no change to the fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lillard and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German said that the committee had reported on centralized 
accounting with no action taking place at this time. 
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 The chairman reported for the Redistricting Committee.  The joint 
committee of the county commissioner reviewed the proposals.  Three (3) 
proposals were sent to the joint committee, the committee sent those back with 
and additional one with an eight (8th) district added.  The comptroller reviewed 
them through Matthew Hill.  Matthew stated that he was going to get with Josh 
Tapp to review and have the new proposals ready for the next meeting.  Due to 
possible law suite in the future.  The county attorney recommended to the 
committee a John L. Ryder; he specializes in the redistricting law.  The Chairman 
asked the board to give him permission to go ahead and hire Mr. Ryder with a ten 
thousand ($10,000) budget.  Commissioner Perkins made the motion for approval.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Farley made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
election commission for additional election personnel and no fund balance change.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 Next on the agenda was the discussion about employee health insurance 
premium proposal.  The chairman stated that the premiums will not increase and 
that the family payment plan would lower two hundred dollars ($200) and the 
spouse employee payment plan would lower one hundred twenty ($120) a month. 
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Commissioner Perkins made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner German and passed unanimously. 
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 Last on the agenda was the approval of the contract for Air Med Care 
Network Municipal Site Membership. A one (1) year contract of fifty-three 
thousand ($53,000) to be able to have coverage through a subscription for only 
Fayette County.  Commissioner Rice made the motion for approval.  The motion 
was approved by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously.   
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473 
 

With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
               Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 


