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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
NOVEMBER 16, 2021 

 
 

 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in special 
session on November 16, 2021, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioners: Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, 
Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and 
David Webb. 
 
 A quorum was declared with nineteen (19) Commissioners present. 
 
 The Chairman stated that the discussion in the meeting was going to be 
about the issues that were present to the Legislative Body in the packet’s that 
were given.  Commission Powers stated that map nineteen (19) needed to be 
added as requested at the redistricting committee and that in the letter it is stated 
any maps not specific maps.  Commissioner Farley made the motion to adopt the 
said agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dacus and passed.   
 
 The Chairman stated that the plans are not the ones to be voted on, they 
are just recommendation from the redistricting committee and that any plans may 
be voted on. 
 
 The Chairman introduced Matthew Hill with the Tennessee Comptroller 
Office, Jacob Swatley with Harris Shelton, and John Ryder our legal representative, 
which Mr. Ryder was not present at the meeting. 
 
 The Board was presented with two (2) maps from the redistricting 
committee.  One was called District fourteen (14) plan and the second was called 
District thirteen (13) option two (2) plan.  Both plans have three (3) 
majority/minority districts and District 13 (thirteen) has a deviation of nine-point 
four percent (9.4%). 
 
 The chairman then opened the floor for discussion to the committee.  With 
no discussion Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to adopt the district seven 
(7) split 10-18.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  Commissioner 
Goodroe made the statement that with the district seven split has no 
majority/minority districts, which the county did have said districts prior to the 
year 2010.  Matthew gave guidance to the committee on the each and individual 
plans.  Jacob Swatley addressed the committee explained the ramifications on the 
district seven split.   
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 A roll call vote was called.  With Commissioner’s Ben Farley, Willie German, 
Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, Elizabeth Rice, 
Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins voting yes.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe, 
Terry Leggett, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, Roberts 
Sills, and David Webb voting no. Commissioner Charles E. Dacus, Jr., abstaining.  
With ten (10) votes yes, eight (8) votes no, and one (1) abstaining the motion 
passed. 
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 Next was the discussion of plans and maps for Redistricting the Fayette 
County School Board.  Commissioner Powers made the motion to approve the 
redistricting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Logan.  Commissioner 
Norton was recognized for asking Mr. Swatley about adopting a plan that has zero 
(0) majority/minority districts. 
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 A roll call vote was called.  Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, 
Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David Webb 
voted yes.  Commissioner Jim Norton voted no.  With eighteen (18) Commissioners 
voting and yes and one (1) Commissioner voting no the motion passed. 
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 With no further business before the Board Commissioner Rice made the 
motion do adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
           Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 


