
491 
 

FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
November 23, 2021 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session on November 23, 2021, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioners:  Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, Jim 
Norton, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, 
Robert Sills, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins. 
 
 A quorum was declared with sixteen (16) Commissioners present.  
Commissioners Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, and David Webb were absent. 
 
 The floor was open to the public for comments on non-agenda items.  
Carolann Mason addressed the board about the need for an animal shelter in 
Fayette County. And if the location is easy to locate then more people will visit the 
shelter for adoption and the less euthanization will take place.  The last seven (7) 
years the county has been raising money to able to get an animal shelter. 
 
 Commissioner Norton asked that the minutes from the special meeting on 
November 16 be corrected from seven split to seven split 10-18.  Commissioner 
Powers made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 The Chairman stated that under public hearing stated that on Driver’s Road 
a speed limit change had been requested by Commissioner Elizabeth Rice.  Bobby 
Riles, the Sherriff and Mr. Dowdy with public works had reviewed the notice and 
agreed to the speed limit change.  The floor was open to the public, with no one 
coming forward to speak against or for the notice the floor was closed.   
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 Commissioner Rice made the motion to approve the notice for the speed 
limit change.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed 
unanimously.   
 
 Commissioner Sills move to approve the following as notaries public:  
Kassandra Marion Bernskoetter, Alexus Cramer, Christopher Courts, Alisa R. Gwin, 
Sonya Hayslett, Beverly N. Johnson, Debra R. Joyner, Charles A. McNab, Cynthia A. 
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Rakowsky, and Lacey Thompson.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Farley and passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman stated that questions about the financial reports needed to be 
directed to the proper official. 
 
 There were no reports for the Sheriff’s Department, Board of Education, 
Juvenile Court, Public Works, Trustee, and the Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee.  The 
committee meet on November 8, 2021.  The committee discussed John Pitner’s 
position becoming available due to him leaving on November 30, 2021, the county 
planning and planner update, growth plan, airport covid funds, airport insulation, 
public works, speed limit change on Nuckolls Road, Seward Road, and Driver’s 
Road. 
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare Committee 
which meet on November 8, 2021.  They discussed the Animal Shelter, Ambulance 
Report, and the PetData Contract. 
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 Commissioner Walker made the motion that the board take another look at 
the site for the Fayette County Animal Shelter.  Commissioner Farley seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was called to make the motion.  Commissioner Charles E. 
Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Jim Norton, 
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Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry 
Watkins voting yes.  Commissioner Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Robert Sills voting 
no.  Commissioner Steve Reeves abstaining.  The motion passed with twelve (12) 
for yes, three (3) for no, and one (1) abstaining. 

 
 Personnel Committee did not meet. 
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Commissioner Dacus reported for Education Committee.  They meet on 
November 9, 2021.  The committee discussed the budget amendments. 

 
 
 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee which met on November 9, 2021.  They discussed the Sheriff’s report, 
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inmate scanner, Fire Department personnel hire, and TBI Academy Graduate 
recognition of Mark Holloway. 

 
Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 

November 9, 2021.  They discussed the budget amendments for the following: 
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Airport COVID funds, County Clerk’s office for supplies, Airport Insulation, Public 
Works for a truck purchase, Schools General fund 141, Schools Federal Projects 
fund 142, Election workers, PetData contract, inmate scanner, Fire Department 
personnel hire, American Rescue Plan fund update, and Opioid Settlement 
Agreement. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
for agricultural pad at the Fayette County Airport with no change to the fund 
balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the County Clerk to 
move funds from the reserve account for supplies.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Election office to 
hire and additional full-time employee.  The motion was approved by 
Commissioner Powers and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the fund transfer for 
insulation at the Fayette County Airport.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
to 171 for hanger insulation.  The motion was approved by Commissioner Sills and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
fund 131 for Public Works to purchase a vehicle.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
141 for the Multiple School’s general school fund.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
142 to the Multiple Schools Federal Projects Fund.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously.  
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Fire Department to 
hire two (2) full time employees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills 
and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the PetData Contract.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and passed unanimously. 
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 The Chairman asked the board to give him permission to hire H2H for 
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) to come up with an analysis of planned 
growth area expansion.  Commissioner Perkins made the motion of approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman introduced a draft proposal for The Tri-State Development 
District and The Tri-State Development Agency of the Greater Memphis Region.  
The chairman asked the board to allow him ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for 
Fayette County to have a say in the future of this regional development. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Perkins.  With much discussion a roll call was called.  
With Commissioners Charles E. Dacus, Ben Farley, Willie German, Jimmy Jordan, 
David Lilliard, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, 
Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins voting yes.  Commissioner Kevin Powers voting no.  
Commissioner Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, and Jom Norton abstaining.  The 
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motion passed with twelve (12) votes for yes, one (1) voting no, and three (3) 
abstaining. 

 
 Commissioner German made the motion for approval on the Opoid 
Settlement.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Under new business, the chairman stated that the airport is selling fuel so 
fast that the county has ran out of fuel.  The airport is asking for a budget 
amendment so that there will be enough fuel to last until the end of the year.  
Commissioner Farley made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Seals made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
for John Pitner’s position to be filled with a private agency.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner German and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Powers made the motion to approve the resolution adopting 
the mitigation plan for Fayette County.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Farley made the motion to approval the resolution to cancel 
December 2021 County Commission meeting for Fayette County.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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With no further business before the board, Commissioner Farley made the 
motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
             Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 


