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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
JULY 27, 2021 

 
 

 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session on July 27, 2021, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in Somerville, 
Tennessee.  Present and presiding was County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  Also, present 
were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and 
the following County Commissioners: Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie 
German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy 
Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Dale Reaves, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, 
Robert Sills, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins. 
  
 A quorum was declared with sixteen (16) Commissioners present.  
Commissioner Tim Goodroe, David Lilliard, and Sylvester Logan were absent. 
 
 The floor was open to the public for comments on non-agenda items.  With 
no one coming forward the floor was closed. 
 
 Commissioner Reeves moved to approve the June minutes from June 22, 
2021.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Leggett moved to approve the following as notaries public:  
Alisa Allen, Dolores J. Antle, Gregg M. Bialk, Janice Doyle, Molly Goddard, Marilyn 
Hammett, Lamika Hurt, Cheritrolivnette J. Lee, Tarsha Malone, Norma B. Moy, 
Hannah Perkins, Sonya A. Smith, Ronnie Ware, Carol Whitley, and Meagan C. 
Williams.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed 
unanimously. 
 

Next the Chairman reported that the financial reports for the various offices 
from last year were received with the packets and asked for anyone that had 
questions to address the appropriate official. 
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The Chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that the monies 

that were to be received from the American Rescue Plan of $3.9 million was placed 
in a separate account and has been drawing interest.  The rule’s for spending the 
monies has still not be adopted.  The interim rules would be adopted, and the end 
of July and the final rule’s will be adopted sometime in September.  The Chairman 
stated that the county had different programs that the monies could distributed to 
jail/dispatch expansion, emergency room, job programs such as litter control, 
modernized websites, cyber security, water line expansion, and sewer.  The second 
thing was that the building project for the Archive building and the Fayette County 
Animal shelter are going to be moving forward. 

 
Dr. Hamlett introduced Mr. Ray Washington to the County Legislative.  Mr. 

Ray Washington is to fill the role as the Chief of Operations. 
 
There were no reports from the Sheriff’s Office, Juvenile Court, Board of 

Public Works, Trustee’s Office, or Planning and Development. 
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The Chairman then introduced Senator Page Walley to address the 

commission on updates that are taking place in Nashville and all-around 
Tennessee. 

 
Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee which met 

on July 12, 2021.  John Pitner met with the board to review proposals about the 
Solar Regulations.   

 

 
 
 Commissioner Farley moved to approve the contract on the easement 

for the Somerville bypass at the landfill.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously.  
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare 

Committee which met on July 12, 2021.  The committee discussed the ambulance 
report, animal shelter, solid waste equipment disposal, and the solid waste 
disposal fee. 
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 Personnel Committee and Education Committee did not meet. 
 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

Committee.  The board discussed the Jail expansion, Sheriff’s substation, the fire 
contracts with the cities, emergency service charge, hope counseling contract, and 
the disposal of office equipment in Circuit Court. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee.  The board 
discussed the cyber insurance, internet in the Trustee’s office, Sheriff’s sub-station 
lease extension, preparation of the property for the animal shelter, solid waste 
equipment disposal, circuit court equipment disposal, hope counseling contract, 
and the fire contracts with the cities. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for 
cybersecurity insurance that would come out of the general fund, fund balance.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for 
internet in the Trustee’s Office that would come out of the general fund, fund 
balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the resolution for clearing 
property for the Animal Shelter with no change to the general fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the substation lease 
renewal for another five (5) years.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Seals and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the 25th Judicial District 
Drug Court Contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the request for Solid 
Waste and Circuit Court to reduce inventory.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to allow the Mayor to have 
negotiations with the cities over the fire contracts.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
 
 Under new business, it was presented to board for new carpet in Circuit 
Court and that work would begin in September.  Commissioner Oglesby made the 
motion to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Powers made the motion to allow alcohol to be severed at 
the Night of Southern Elegance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Walker and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
         Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
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___________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk   
 
 
 
 
  


