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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
AUGUST 24, 2021 

 
  
 

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County legislative Body met in regular 
session on August 24, 2021, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioners: Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, Jim 
Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, 
Robert Sills, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins. 

 
A quorum was declared with sixteen (16) Commissioners present.  

Commissioner Sylvester Logan, Kevin J. Powers, and Dale Reaves were absent. 
 
The floor was open to the public for comments on non-agenda items.  Gary 

Bullwinkle, Michael Tapp, and Caliente Tapp came forward to discuss the location 
of the Animal Shelter beside the Fayette County Health Department on Yum Yum 
Road in Somerville, Tennessee.  Debbie Hummel introduced herself to the 
committee as a candidate to represent District 4 on the County Legislative Body. 

 
Commissioner Leggett moved to approve the July minutes from July 27, 

2021.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed 
unanimously. 

 
Commissioner Seals moved to approve the following as notaries public:  

Latonya Bean, Jeanne C. Delong, Amanda C. Donahoe, Larry Gaines, Mary 
Grandberry, Sharmiece Delbridge Grisham, Rhonda R. Herring, Laura Rooker, Katie 
Hunt, Kimberly Kitchen, Celeste Koglin, Kimbley Minter, John Lee Prewitt, Elizabeth 
Rochelle, Jodie Ross, R. W. Rosser, Michael E. Till, David Byron Troper, and Leigh 
Wilburn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed 
unanimously. 

 
Next on the agenda was the financial reports.  The chairman stated if there 

were any questions to address the proper official. 
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The Chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that the land for 
the Animal Shelter is about a third (3) cleared, and that it would take a few more 
days to complete the clearing.  The chairman passed out the board a book from 
CTAS about the laws and regulations on the redistricting of the county.  Also 
presented was a map of the county showing that growth of the county in certain 
counties such as Rossville, Piperton, and Oakland.  The chairman recognized the 
late James Teague for role he played in the community.  Rusty Bliss reported that 
the airshow is on the right track with emergency plans being worked out with the 
Sheriff and the EMA office and that the public may prepay for tickets on Facebook.  

 
There were no reports from the Sheriff’s Office, Board of Education, Juvenile 

Court, Board of Public Works, Trustee’s Office, or Planning and Development. 
 
Development Committee and Personnel Committee did not meet. 
 
Commissioner Steve Reeves reported for Health and Welfare Committee 

which met on August 9,2021.  The committee discussed the Animal Shelter, 
Ambulance Report that presented by Glenn Miller, and the Solid Waste Fee from 
$40.00 a ton to $50.00 a ton. 
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 Commissioner Charles E. Dacus, Jr. reported for the Education Committee 
which met on August 10,2021.  The committee discussed the Library Grant for 
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computer cabling and for the School Board to bring into the budget the additional 
BEP that was awarded and allow a 2% cost of living increase. 
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 Commissioner Elizabeth Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public 
Safety Committee which met on August 10,2021.  The committee discussed the 
Sheriff’s report on the opioid and fentanyl overdose increase, the emergency 
services charges, city fire contract, jail medical contract, fire reporting software, 
and the fire departments mechanics mileage rate. 
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 Commissioner Willie German, Jr. reported for the Budget Committee which 
met on August 10, 2021.  The committee discussed the solid waste fee increase, 
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the school budget amendment, development office budget amendment, library 
grant, city fire contract, jail medical contract amendment, Fayette Cares airport 
contract, fire reporting software purchase, and the fire department’s mechanics 
mileage rate. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
library’s technology grant and computer cabling from the library reserve account, 
no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Watkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve resolution for the fire 
reporting software with a change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution to bring 
the additional BEP that was awarded to the School Board into the school budget 
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and allow a 2% Cost of Living raise.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the resolution for the 
Development Office to have funds returned into their budget to fund a bill that 
was done under the purchase order for work that was done.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the amendment to 
agreement and consent to assignment of the jail medical contract with QCHC.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously.  
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution the fire 
department mechanic’s mileage to be raised from $.75 cents to a $1.50.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously.  The motion 
to approve the budget amendment to fund the increase was mad by 
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Commissioner German.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and 
passed unanimously.  

 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve to increase to solid 
waste fee from $50.00 a ton to $40.00 a ton starting January 1, 2022.  The motion 
was seconded by Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Fayette Cares 
Airport Contract upon approval from the Fayette County Attorney.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
 
 The Chairman presented to the committee a resignation notice from 
Commissioner Dale Reaves.  He also stated that a notice will be presented into the 
falcon, candidates will go to the election office to get a letter stating that are 
eligible to run for District 4 position on the committee, and on the September 
meeting it will be up to a commissioner to nominate said candidate.  Commissioner 
Sills made the motion for acceptance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Watkins and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that an emergency purchase had been made of 
$109,931.00 of Building Automation System, GPS Equipment, Building Advisor 
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software.  The current HVAC system at the Criminal Justice Complex was standing 
to pose danger to the inmates.   

 
 Next the chairman stated that the sheriff was asking to have a surplus sale in 
the next action due to be in September, no official date has been set at this time.  
Commissioner Leggett made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

_________________________________ 
             Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 

 
 
 


