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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 

 
  
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session on September 28, 2021, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex n 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioners: Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim 
Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth 
Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins. 
 
 A quorum was declared with sixteen (16) Commissioners present.  
Commissioner Tim Goodroe and Robert Sills were absent. 
 
 The floor was open to the public for comments on non-agenda items. Henry 
Coats, Piperton City Mayor reported on the article that was in the Fayette Falcon 
about the redistricting of Fayette County.  Joel Breen stated that the Friend’s of 
Fayette County was misrepresented by the Fayette Falcon for the map that was 
printed in the newspaper.  Leroy Shaw addressed the COVID relief fund that was 
presented to the county and wanted to represent the Commission on ageing.  He 
also discussed the article in the paper about the redistricting of the county.  Mike 
Brown, Oakland City Mayor reported for the growth of the city and the 
redistricting of the county. 
 
 Commissioner Powers moved to approve the August minutes from August 
24, 2021.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Watkins moved to approve the following as notaries public:  
Carolyn D. Bailey, Annette Smith Carter, Nicole Doyle, Rosemarie Fiers, Sonya 
Hayslett, Janet Jackson, Shanette Janene Lott-Webb, Melanie R. McGuire, Gearlean 
Moore, Felicia Parrott, Mattie Poindexter, Tricia A. Porter, Kannan Rasiah, and 
Deborah B. Sullivan.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Walker and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Next on the agenda was filling the vacancy for a commission seat, district 
four (4), position 1.  The person will serve until the next election that will take 
place in August 2022.  Commissioner Powers made the motion to table this to the 
next meeting due to commissioner’s being absent.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Leggett.  With a roll call vote of (4) four for yes and (12) for no, the 
motion did not pass.  Commissioners Charles E. Dacus, JR., Willie German, JR., 
Terry Leggett, and Kevin J. Powers for yes.  Commissioners Ben Farley, Jimmy 
Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, 
Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins voted no. 
 Commissioner Oglesby nominated David Webb. 
 Commissioner Powers nominated Debbie Hummel. 
 Both candidates were able to address the commission. 
 
 With a roll call voted, David Webb won with (14) fourteen votes for Webb 
and (2) two votes for Hummel.  Commissioners Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, 
Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill 
Walker, and Larry Watkins for David Webb.  Commissioners Terry Leggett and 
Kevin J. Powers for Debbie Hummel.   David Webb was sworn in by Mayor Rhea 
Taylor. 
 
 Commissioner Farley made the motion to approve the adoption of rules and 
procedures of the Fayette County Board of County Commissioners.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Next on the agenda was election of chairman.  Commissioner German 
opened the floor for nominations.  Commissioner Jordan nominated Rhea Taylor.  
Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to cease any other nominates and the 
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motion passed unanimously.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins 
and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Logan made the motion to pass the resolution setting the 
salary of the Chairman to $0.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Watkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to elect Commissioner German as 
Chairman Pro Tempore.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Logan made the motion to pass the resolution setting the 
salary of the Pro Tempore to $0.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Farley and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Perkins made the motion to pass the election of committees 
with Robert Sills replacing Ray Seals and David Webb filling the vacant positions.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that the financial reports had been presented and for 
any questions to be directed to proper official. 
 

The Chairman reported for the County Mayor’s office.  He stated that the 
Memphis Regional Megasite landed $5.5 billion investment from Ford Motor 
Company and SK Innovation.  Fayette County has about (400) four hundred acres 
in the Megasite.  Production should start in the year 2025 on electric vehicles.  He 
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also stated that as of October 31, 2021, the Wing will no longer service Fayette 
County.  The county has delinquent tax cards that were not sold in the auction at 
the Fayette County Courthouse and now the county must buy the property.  A 
meeting will be held to discuss the properties. 
 
 The Sheriff present to the Commissioners a personnel and human resources 
policy packet. 
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 Dr. Hamlett did not have any new reports for the School Board but 
expressed her gratitude to the Sheriff’s office for the quick response on the latest 
cyber threats against the Fayette Ware High School. 
 
 There were no reports from Juvenile Court, Board of Public Works, Trustee, 
and the Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee which met 
on September 13, 2021.  The Committee discussed the Airport COVID Grant 
Budget, Airport donation budget, Airport show shirt sale, airport hangar insulation, 
courthouse grant, assistant planner to the Fayette County Director of Planning. 
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare Committee 
which met on September 13, 2021.  The committee discussed the Property 
Donation, Ambulance Reports, COVID Ambulance Budget, Solid Waste Truck 
Transfer, and the Animal Shelter. 
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 Commissioner Walker reported for the Education Committee which met on  
September 14, 2021.  The committee discussed the School Budget Amendments. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee which met on September 14, 2021.  The committee discussed the 



428 
 

Sheriff’s report, Inmate Monitory System, Sherriff’s employee school budget, Fire 
Department Budget on insurance recovery, Fire Department repair shop, Law Book 
Disposal, and the Fire Tanker disposal. 
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 The chairman introduced a representative from A2H to the board about a 
contract that was submitted for the Fayette County Courthouse. 
 

Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 
September 14, 2021. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the resolution for 
additional attorney fees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the resolution for the 
Airshow with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
Airport ACRGP Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
Sheriff’s Salary Schedule with no change to fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
Fire Department Insurance Recovery with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the resolution for the 
School’s Federal Projects.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to pass the inmate monitoring 
systems.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the vehicle transfer 
from Solid Waste to the Fayette County Public Works.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve T-shirts to be sold at 
the Fayette County Airshow.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton 
and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Assistant Planner 
annual salary of a maximum of $50,000.00 for the 2022-2023 calendar year.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Lillard and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion for the disposal of law books from 
General Sessions Court.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion for the disposal of a fire tanker.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion for a contract bid of $55,000.00 
cap for the Fayette County Airport Hanger.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously.   
 
 Next on the agenda was the approval of the contract from A2H for the 
modernization of the Fayette County Courthouse due to not having any diagram or 
measurements.  Commissioner Perkins made the motion for approval.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Next was the guidelines to the Redistricting Committee to take 
Commissioner German off the committee.  Commissioner Oglesby made the 
motion for approval.  Commissioner  Leggett presented to the Board a modified 
resolution with taking Commissioner German and Chairman Rhea Taylor off of the 
committee and having Commissioner Tim Goodroe in Commissioner German’s 
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place as long as with Josh Tapp as Supervisor of Elections, Alisha Logan as the 
School Board Member, Vip Lewis as the Community Representative, Civil Miller 
Watkins as Chairman of the Fayette County Democratic Party, Kevin Powers as 
Chairman of the Fayette County Republican Party, and as nonvoting advisory 
members would be all of the Mayors of Fayette County.  With a roll call vote of 
four (4) yes and thirteen (13) no the motion did not pass.  Commissioners Charles 
E. Dacus, Jr, Willie German, Jr, Terry Leggett, and Kevin J. Powers for yes.  
Commissioners Ben Farley, Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim 
Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, 
Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David Webb for no.  
 Commissioner Norton nominated Commissioner Sills for the opening 
position. 
 Commissioner Logan nominated Commissioner Rice for the opening 
position. 
 With a roll call vote Commissioner Rice was voted in to fill the position.  With 
Commissioners Charles E. Daucus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry 
Watkins for Commissioner Rice.  Commissioners Terry Leggett, Jim Norton, Tommy 
Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves for Commissioner Sills.  Commissioner 
Jimmy Jordan abstained.  The motion passed with ten (10) votes for Rice, six (6) 
votes for Sills and one (1) abstained. 
 
 Commissioner Farley made the motion to have the redistricting committee 
produce plans that are as closely as possible to have nineteen (19) commissioners.  
With a roll call vote of 8 for yes and 9 for no, the motion did not pass.  
Commissioner’s Ben Farley, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, 
Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins for the motion.  
Commissioners Charles E. Dacus, JR., Willie German, JR., Jimmy Jordan, Terry 
Leggett, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, and David 
Webb against. 
 
 The Chairman presented the board with nineteen (19) commissioners so 
that the County could be equally represented.  Commissioner Oglesby made the 
motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and 
passed unanimously. 
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 The Chairman stated that Centralized Accounting has been presented by 
CTAS and would like to move forward with it.  Commissioner Leggett stated that he 
would like to hear from all the County Officials on what the official’s thoughts are 
on the subject.  The chairman stated that it would be presented to the board on 
the October 2021 meeting. 
 
 
 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 

       Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 
 


