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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLTIVE BODY 
FEBRUARY 22, 2022 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session on February 22, 2022, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was County Mayor Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were James R. “Bobby” Riles, Sheriff, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioners:  Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, 
Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Roberts Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, 
and David Webb. 
 
 A quorum was declared with nineteen (19) Commissioner present and non-
absent. 
 
 The Chairman opened the floor for comments on non-agenda items.  Eric 
Greer of Hebron Drive in Stanton addressed the board about eighteen wheelers 
parking on the side of Highway 222 blocking the average driver’s line of site when 
traveling down the highway and that the citizens of that area are concerned that 
once the Blue Oval comes into play that more truckers will be parking alongside 
the highway.  The chairman stated that TDOT may be able to address the situation 
with sign of No Parking.  Bethany German of Fern Road in Somerville address the 
board about the Fayette County Animal Shelter.  She stated that she had been a 
part of the Germantown Shelter from 2003 to 2013 and it was located by the 
Methodist Hospital.  Subdivisions were being built and with no decline in housing 
projects, school fieldtrips were held, tours were held, they had adoption contracts 
in place, no noise complaints, and the animals were spade and neutered when 
they became of age. 
 
 Commissioner Walker made the motion to approve the January 25, 2022, 
minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley and passed with 
Commissioner’s Dacus request for the date to be corrected on page 30 from 20025 
to 2025. 
 
 Commissioner Sills made the motion to approve the resolution of a 35 Miles 
Per Hour speed limit sign to be posted on Seward Road of its entirety.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Walker made the motion to approve the following notaries:  
Jo Ann Allen, D. Beck-Melancon, Lisa Birmingham, James Bond, Cavarius J. Broyles, 
Melissa D. Byrd, Steven E. Chester, Jaime Copeland, Janice Davis, Jacquelyn K. 
Gandy, Vickie Howard, Glen Ilagan, Paula Joyner, Michelle D. King, Tammy G. 
Lewis, Andrea Lowe, Thomas George Mikulski, Kristie Danielle Moffett, Brandy V. 
Motley, Joyce J. Murphy, Danielle Redfearn, Kathy J. Shemwell, Mollie Anne Vance, 
Belinda N. Webb, and Stephanie Bishop Wilkerson.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was the Election Vacant School Board Position District 3.  
Commissioner Leggett nominated Warner Speakman of Warren Road in Oakland.  
Commissioner Oglesby nominated Wanda Keath of Highway 195 in Somerville.    
The candidate would fill the position until November when it will go on the general 
ballot for February.  Commissioner Powers asked for the chairman to get 
clarification from Mr. Tapp about a candidate to become a write in on the August 
Ballot to fulfill the two (2) years.  
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 Both candidates had the opportunity to address the board about the 
position.  A roll call vote was called.  Voting for Warner Speakman were 
Commissioners:  Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, 
David Lilliard, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, Robert 
Sills, Bill Walker, and David Webb.  Voting for Wanda Keath were Commissioners: 
Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Claude Oglesby, Elizabeth Rice, and Larry Watkins.  
Commissioners Ben Farley, Sylvester Logan, and Ray Seals abstained.  Warner 
Speakman was voted in with twelve (12) votes in favor for him. 
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 The Chairman stated that questions about the financial reports needed to be 
directed to the proper official. 
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 Next for the Mayor’s report the chairman brought to the board a resolution 
to limit eminent domain rights from region smart development district which was 
known as Tri-State Development District.  With much discussion on this resolution 
Commissioner Dacus made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Walker.  Commissioner Oglesby asked that the section that stated 
the wording of “require approval from the Fayette County Commissioner for 
eminent domain of action” to state “forbide the use of eminent domain”.  
Commissioner Reeves asked that the original resolution that was passed ten (10) 
years ago to be attached to this resolution.  
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 A roll call vote took place.  Commissioners Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, 
Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, 
Larry Watkins, and David Webb voting yes.  Commissioner Kevin J. Powers voting 
no.  Commissioners Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, and Jim Norton abstaining.  
Commissioner Terry Leggett changed his vote to no.  The resolution passed with 
fifteen (15) votes for yes, two (2) votes for no, and two (2) abstentions. 
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 There were no new reports from the Sherriff’s Department, Board of 
Education, Juvenile Court, Board of Public Works, Trustee, or The Planning and 
Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee which meet 
on February 7, 2022.  The committee discussed Adequate Facilities Tax, Economic 
Development Director, Hotel – Motel Tax designation, Speed Limit for Seward and 
Mt. Pleasant Road, Public Works Budget Amendment, and the NRCS Office rental 
space.  
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for Health and Welfare Committee which 
met on February 7, 2022.  The committee discussed the Ambulance Report, 
Purchase of new ambulance’s, Animal Shelter and Architect cost, Roadside Litter 
Pickup Vacuum equipment. 
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Personnel Committee and the Education Committee did not meet. 
 
 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee which met on February 8, 2022. The committee discussed the Sheriff’s 
Report, Fire Department Equipment Disposal, EMA Budget Amendment, and the 
General Sessions Judge Assistance’s Transitional Salary funding. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 
February 8, 2022. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
101 to move $4,800.00 from the salary line to part time, no change in the fund 
balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
131 for Public Works to purchase tractors and mowers for $290,000.00 with 
change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley 
and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the purchase of two (2) 
new ambulances.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves an passed 
unanimously.  
 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
to move $560,000.00 from the General Fund 101 to Capital Projects Fund 171 for 
the purchase of the new ambulances.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 
to move $560,000.00 to the Capital Projects Fund 171 from General Fund 101 for 
the purchase of the new ambulances.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion for the Fire Department to sale at 
auction an aerial truck once owned by Hickory Withe Fire Department and a 1989 
Ram Truck that was used for grass fires.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Farley made the motion to rent additional space for the 
Natural Resources and Conservation Services (NRCS) office for no more than 
$400.00 per month for no more than 6 months.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Leggett and passed with Commissioner’s Dacus, Goodroe, and 
Powers abstaining. 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Preliminary Re-
Design Hourly Consulting Proposal.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Oglesby reported for the Audit Committee which met on 
February 22, 2022.  First order was the election of officers, second was the review 
of Fayette County’s Fiscal Audit for 2020-2021.  Commissioner Oglesby made the 
motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and with 
much discussion the minutes were approved. 
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 Commissioner Leggett made the motion to approve the resolution to change 
the bridge name on Highway 64 that crosses the Big Cypress Creek to Arthur David 
“Butch” Rhea Memorial Bridge.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Goodroe and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Perkins made the motion to approve the lease agreement 
between the Fayette County Airport and Fayette County for the First Team Flight 
School.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed 
unanimously. 
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 The mayor then called an attorney client meeting.   
 

The meeting was called to order.  Commissioner Oglesby made the motion 
to approve the pre mediation agreement settlement between Fayette County and 
Allison Company Incorporated .  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
German and passed unanimously. 

 
With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
           Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
  
 


