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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
MARCH 22, 2022 

 
 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular 
session on March 22, 2022, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were Ray Garcia of the Sheriff’s Department, Shana N. Burch, Fayette 
County Clerk, and the following County Commissioners:  Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben 
Farley, Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, 
Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and 
David Webb. 
 
 A quorum was declared with nineteen (19) Commissioner present and non-
absent.  
 
 Commissioner Sills gave the invocation. 
 
 The Chairman opened the floor for comments on non-agenda items.  With 
nobody coming forward the floor was closed. 
 
 Next was the approval of February’s Commission minutes.  Commissioner 
Powers made the motion to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Goodroe with the request on the additional minutes from the 
Development Committee to be corrected from Highway 59 to Highway 57.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was public hearings.  First on the agenda was the 
establishment of a speed limit on Mount Pleasant from Highway 57 to Stinson 
Drive.  The chairman opened the floor up to public hearing.  Mr. Hale Rounds 
addressed the board.  With no other’s coming forward the floor was closed.  
Commissioner Farley made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Logan and passed with Commissioner Goodroe abstaining. 
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 The floor was opened to Public Hearing.  Jim Atkinson addressed the board 
about rezoning property from R-1 Rural Residential to B-3 Community Business for 
a Dollar General.  The property is located at Tax Map 127, Parcel 29.00 in Civil 
District 11. 



732 
 

 



733 
 

 



734 
 

 



735 
 

 



736 
 

 



737 
 

 



738 
 

  

  



739 
 

Nathan Bicks addressed the board as the representative for Susan Cox 
Development for the Dollar General.  James Fletchall of Macon addressed the 
board against the Dollar General being at that location in Macon due to the history 
of Macon.  With no one else coming forward to speak for or against the floor was 
closed.  Commissioner Perkins asked about the sale of alcohol with churches being 
near the establishment, Mr. Atkinson said that if the sale of alcohol would take 
place they would have to come back to the board.  Commissioner Norton 
requested to hear from the Commissioners that represent that district.  
Commissioner Lilliard spoke for the Dollar General coming into town.  
Commissioner Reeves stated that he had not heard from anyone for or against the 
Dollar General being in said location.  Commissioner Leggett stated that he 
understood why people wanted it for a place to shop and that only one individual 
had come forward to speak against the rezoning and that he thought that the 
people in that community needed to come forward to speak for the store for him 
to be able to change the rezoning.  Commissioner Rice stated that she had 
reservation about changing the look of the area.  Commissioner Farley spoke on 
the history of the area and of the local businesses that have been and gone in the 
Macon area.  Commissioner Powers made the motion to table the rezoning for 
further discussion regarding historical importance of the area.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Leggett.  A roll call vote for tabling the motion for one 
month.  Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Kevin J. 
Powers, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Robert Sills, and David Webb voting no.  
Commissioner’s Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Jim 
Norton, claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins 
voting yes.  Commissioner Sylvester Logan abstaining.  With eight (8) votes for yes, 
ten (10) votes for no, and one (1) abstention the vote did not pass. 
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 Commissioner Lilliard made the motion to approve the rezoning.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley.  Commissioner Sills asked if there 
was supposed to be any public notice made for the rezoning.  The chairman stated 
that everyone has the opportunity for it and that is why it went through the 
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Planning Commission.  Commissioner Leggett asked was notice sent to the 
residents and property owners of the area.  Mr. Atkinson stated that letters were 
mailed out.  Commissioner Powers asked if anyone responded from the 
landowners around.  Mr.  Atkinson stated that Mr. Fletchall was the only one that 
responded.  Roll call vote was issued for the motion of the rezoning.  
Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David 
Lilliard, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Ray Seals, Bill 
Walker, and Larry Watkins voting yes.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe, Terry Legget, 
Kevin J. Powers, Elizabeth Rice, Robert Sills, and David Webb voting no.  
Commissioner’s Ben Farley and Sylvester Logan abstaining.  With eleven (11) 
voting yes, six (6) voting no, and two (2) abstention’s the motion passed. 



742 
 

 
 
 Commissioner Powers made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries:  Shawanda R. H. Beasley, Melissa D. Byrd, Jillian Glass, Angela L. Jenkins, 
Lula W. Jones, James F. Lofties, Joyce J. Murphy, Lolly A. Pierson, Nikki Thompson, 
Amber Waldron, and Tracy Wartenberg.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Farley made the motion to approve the nominees for the 
Construction Appeals Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins 
and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that the summary financial statements were included 
in the packets and any questions needed to be directed to the appropriate official. 
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 The chairman reported for the mayor’s report.  He stated that the interstate 
compact modifications went to Nashville and was put in a summer’s study and 
won’t be heard again this session but maybe heard again next year.  The mayor’s 
office is accepting resumes for the Solid Waste Director position and the resume’s 
will be reviewed Friday, March 25, 2022.  He stated that he now has three (3) 
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resumes in office.  Mr. Ken Blackburn was called to address the board about what 
he was working on for the Fayette County Animal Shelter.  He stated that he had 
contacted numerous friends of his that is in the Animal field and that most of them 
he had talked to had pretty much the same design that Fayette County was looking 
at except one that stood out with is in Adams County in Natchez Trace.  Mr. Ken 
suggested that the board and himself go to visit the shelter in Adam’s County. 
 
 Ray Garcia stated that the Sheriff’s Report was in the packet and that 
everything would come forward in Budget. 
 
 There were no new reports for the Board of Education, Juvenile Court, 
Board of Public Works, Trustee, or the Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for Development Committee which met on 
March 7, 2022.  The committee discussed the rezoning in Macon, the Airport 
update, Courthouse Grant, and he Construction Appeals Board nominees.  The 
mayor touched base on the Courthouse Grant.  He stated that bids for the roof 
repairs, heating and air, and outside structural and design portions will be coming 
forward probably next month. 
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare Committee 
which met on March 7, 2022.  The committee discussed the Circuit Court Drug 
court grant, Animal Shelter, Ambulance Reports, Fleet Tracking software for the 
Ambulance’s, Community Development Block Grant, Solid Waste Director’s 
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position.  The committee also met on March 21, 2022, to discuss the request and 
proposal of a hospital. 
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 Commissioner Walker reported for the Education Committee which met on 
March 8, 2022.  The committee discussed budget amendments for general and 
federal fund and the resolution to transfer $500,000 from fund 141 to 142. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
Committee which met on March 8, 2022.  The committee discussed the sheriff’s 
report, county commission courtroom audio-visual equipment, equipment 
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donation, Sheriff’s Blue Oval station, Circuit Court Drug Court grant, and Chancery 
Court Budget Amendment. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 
March 8, 2022.  The committee discussed the Chancery Court budget amendment, 
General and Federal Projects Fund, Resolution to transfer $500,00 from Fund 141 
to 142, Community Block Grant, Landfill Expansion, Equipment Donation, General 
Sessions Drug Court surplus drug kit distribution, Circuit Court Drug Court grant, 
and the County Commissioner courtroom audio-visual equipment. 
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 Commissioner made the motion to approve resolution for the Chancery 
Court budget amendment to move money from a reserve account for purchase of 
computer equipment.  No change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Lilliard and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution to 
transfer funds from the General-purpose school fund to the Federal purpose 
school fund.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget 
amendments pertaining to the fund 141 and the federal projects funds 142.  No 
changes to the fund balance expect for $500,00 coming out of fund 141 and going 
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into fund 142.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution to apply 
for CDBG 2022 grant for Fayette County.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
 



791 
 

 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Sherriff to donate 
old equipment and cars to Gallaway and to the Fayette County Fire Department.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the Sherriff to purchase 
the Morton Building for a Blue Oval sub-station to be placed on property owned by 
the county on Bernard Road.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for the 
Sheriff’s Blue Oval sub-station for installation costs, sewer, septic, electrical, and 
incidentals.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ogelsby and passed 
unanimously.  
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 Commissioner German stated that Judge Gallagher requested that the drug 
testing kits be donated to other county drug courts since the Fayette County drug 
court is not operating right now.  Commissioner German made the motion to 
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approve the request.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner German reported that Scott Griffin with Hope Restored 
Counseling has offered grant opportunity to offer mental health services to the 
court.  This would be a pass-through grant and would not need any additional cost 
from the county.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and passed unanimously.  



795 
 

 
 
 Commissioner Reeves made the motion to approve the service agreement 
for the ambulance fleet tracking for three (3) years.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman introduced Mr. Eddie Cavell of Braden, Tennessee.  He spoke 
to the board about the County Commission/Courtroom sound and visual system 
and how the system that is already installed can be worked with and functional so 
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that the audience can hear the commissioners and that the said meeting may me 
recorded. 
 
 The chairman brought to the commission a resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners of the County of Fayette, State of Tennessee, to declare its 
intention to consider and approve proposals to determine feasibility, design, 
development of a rural hospital.  Commissioner Reeves made the motion to 
approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and 
passed unanimously. 
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 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 

       Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 


