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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
APRIL 26, 2022 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in 
regular session on April 26, 2022, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea 
Taylor.  Also, present were Sheriff, James R. “Bobby” Riles, Shana N. Burch, 
Fayette County Clerk, and the following County Commissioners: Charles E. Dacus, 
JR., Ben Farley, Willie German, JR., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, 
David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin 
J. Powers, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and 
David Webb.  Commissioner Robert Sills was absent. 
 
 A quorum was declared with eighteen (18) Commissioner’s present and one 
(1) Commissioner absent. 
 
 Commissioner Bill Walker gave the invocation. 
 
 The chairman opened the floor for comments on non-agenda items.  With 
nobody coming forward the floor was closed. 
 
 Next was the approval of March’s Commission minutes.  Commissioner 
Powers made the motion for approval with the request of a correction on Mr. Hal 
Rounds name spelling.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was public hearings.  First was the speed limit change 
on Grove Road in its entirety to 30 MPH.  Commissioner Logan made the motion 
for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley.  Commissioner 
Goodroe asked how the speed limit change originated.  Commissioner Logan 
stated that residents had reached out to him about how vehicles were flying 
down the road that dead ended.  The floor was then opened to the public.  With 
no one speaking for or against the proposed speed limit change the public hearing 
was closed.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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 The floor was opened for a public hearing in the matter of a proposed 
speed limit change of 45 MPH on Slayden road from Highway 57 to the 
Tennessee/Mississippi Highway.  With no one speaking for or against the 
proposed speed limit the public hearing was closed.  Commissioner Goodroe 
asked how the speed limit change originated.  Commissioner Oglesby said that 
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the citizens on Slayden road were complaining about excessive speeding.  
Commissioner Norton asked if the speed limit was being established or lowered, 
Commissioner Oglesby replied with lowering the speed limit.  Motion to approve 
the resolution establishing said speed limit was made by Commissioner Oglesby 
and seconded by Commissioner Watkins.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Reeves made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries:  Shannon J. Bing, Kelly L. Bouchard, Ruby L. Brown, Tikitia Harville, James 
Barry Henson, Kendra Hood, Wendy W. Massey, Jana N. Price, Cheryl Sexton, and 
Joshua B. Thomas.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Next was the appointment of a Solid Waste Director.  The chairman stated 
that an ad was place in the paper to solicit responses, inquires, and resumes to fill 
Charles Traylor’s position.  There were a couple that were turned in that had 
qualifications to fulfill the position.  The mayor stated that himself, Commissioner 
German, Commissioner Reeves, Commissioner Seals, Mr. Dowdy, and the 
engineer that works at the County Landfill sat in on the two interviews.  Mr. Terry 
Chambers was nominated by the Chairman to start as of May 1, 2022.  
Commissioner Reeves made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Chairman Taylor stated that the financial reports were included in the 
packets and any questions should be directed to the appropriate official. 
 



808 
 

 



809 
 

 



810 
 

 



811 
 

 



812 
 

 



813 
 

 



814 
 

 



815 
 

 



816 
 

 



817 
 

 



818 
 

 



819 
 

 



820 
 

 



821 
 

 



822 
 

 
 
 Chairman Taylor then reported for the County Mayor’s Office.  He reported 
that Mr. Ken Blackburn went and visited an animal shelter in Mississippi that was 
recommended to him by veterinarians.  He had received some helpful 
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information and is working on minutes to bring back to the Animal Shelter 
Committee for review.  Chairman Taylor then recognized Chief Hartfield.  Chief 
Hartfield stated that a new Junior Firefighter Program in the county had started.  
He stated that Richard Raines would be running the program with help from 
fellow instructors.  The program would start with fifteen (15) to eighteen (18) 
year old’s, they would be MR trained, certified, and trained for firefighter school.   
Mr. Raines addressed the board about how the program would be a 
steppingstone for all kinds of professions.  Chairman Taylor then recognized Mr. 
Larkin to address the board about the West Tennessee Veterans Home.  Mr. 
Larkin stated that on May 13, 2022, a groundbreaking service would take place at 
the home in Arlington.  The Chairman then presented the board with a new 
budget calendar due to when the first one was originated it was not taken into 
consideration about it being an election year. 
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 Dr. Versie Hamlett reported updates about the school system to the board.  
She stated that the school’s statement is “Every Student, Every Day”, the vision is 
to inspire students to reach their full potential.  They have three (3) goals:  focus 
on every student, invest into our staff, and take part in the community.  She gave 



867 
 

an overview of the previous expenditures and projects and the new proposed 
budget items that will be requested. 
 
 There were no new reports for the Sheriff’s Department, Juvenile Court, 
Board of Public Works, Trustee, and Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee which met 
on April 11, 2022.  The committee discussed the Airport update’s, Speed Limit 
changes on Grove Road and Slayden Road, Quit Claim Easement Request, 
Tennessee COVID Water-Sewer Grant update.  The airport directory, Rusty Bliss 
addressed the board about a grant of $50,000 to rehab an old terminal building, 
expanding flight school, and having 100% occupancy of the hangers.  
Commissioner Powers asked about an update on the air conditioner, Mr. Bliss 
stated that he had received two bids and was waiting on a third.  The chairman 
stated that the request for the quit claim deed easement request was sent to 
budget and then rolled it to next month’s meeting so that the information could 
be put together.  
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for Health and Welfare Committee which 
met on April 11, 2022.  The committee discussed hospital location, the ambulance 
report, hospital RFP update, solid waste fuel surcharge, solid waste director 
nomination, and the solid waste director stipend for Carl Graham. 
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 The Personnel Committee and the Education Committee did not meet. 
 
 Commissioner Rice reported for the Education Committee which met on 
April 18, 2022.  The committee discussed Sheriff’s report, prison rape elimination 
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act audit, body scanner budget amendment, recover court 5-year grant, fire 
department budget amendment, community development block grant – fire 
station, CDBG selection of engineering and administration. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 
April 18, 2022.  The committee discussed the county clerk’s budget amendment, 
miscellaneous budget amendment, body scanner budget amendment, attorney 
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fees budget amendment, MCP fast track grant pass - through budget amendment, 
Helen of Troy fast track grant pass – through, TCRS county contribution rate, quit 
claim easement request, solid waste fuel surcharge update, PREA, recover court 
5- year grant, fire department budget amendment, CDBG fire station, CDBG 
selection of engineering and administration, internet grant match request, airport 
budget amendment. 
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Commissioner German made the motion to approve the County Clerk’s 
budget amendment to move funds from a reserve account with no change to the 
fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ogelsby and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve Miscellaneous budget 
amendment to cover year-end adjustments with no change to fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the interceptor body 
scanner for the county jail that will make a change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget 
amendment for additional attorney fees related to different suits that happened 
within the county.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  
Commissioner Goodroe asked for an explanation on what was sent out and what 
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our in-house attorney worked on.  The Chairman explained that some of this is to 
attorney’s that specialized in what the lawsuit was taking place on.  The county 
attorney, Mr. Rosser, explained what each line item was about and how it worked 
out in court.  Commissioner Goodroe requested that the county attorney attend 
all the commission meetings.  Commissioner Leggett asked why the county was 
paying additional funds when the attorney is on a salary.  The chairman stated 
due to the private acts when it goes to court additional funds are allotted.  
Commissioner Norton asked if the county had received any judgments on the 
lawsuits.  Mr. Rosser stated that the county was being sued not suing and that 
money would not be received.  Mr. Rosser stated that the solar farm was just 
getting through the court of appeals.  In the second solar farm just went to trial 
and that the county was successful, a judgment was awarded, and that the county 
had properly adopted the solar farm, the attorney is expecting an appeal to be 
filed.  Commissioner Oglesby asked had Harris Shelton Hanover Walsh, PPLC been 
paid the entire $15,000, the Chairman responded with a yes.  The Chairman 
stated that the board had adopted to pay $10,000 and if there was additional cost 
then that would be paid as well. 



881 
 

  

 
 
 The chairman called a roll call vote.  With Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, 
Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Jim Norton, Claude 
Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, 
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Larry Watkins, and David Webb voting yes.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe, Terry 
Leggett, and Kevin J. Powers voting no.  Commissioner Sylvester Logan abstaining.  
The motion passed with (14) fourteen voting yes, (3) three voting no, and one 
abstention. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve move excess funds in 
the fire department budget that were received from sales of surplus equipment 
for purchase of new replacement truck with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve to move money 
around the airport budget to purchase supplies and refurbish the entire terminal 
at the airport with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the grant for 
expansion of Memphis Contract Packaging, it is a pass-through grant with no cost 
to the county.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the grant from Helen 
of Troy in Gallaway for destruction, it is a pass-through grant with no cost to the 
county.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the annual rate 
contribution for the employee’s retirement system.  The motion was seconded by 
Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the contract between 
the County and PREA auditing and consulting services.  This is required to have for 
the jail, the cost is $2,800 and for any follow ups for deficiencies it is an additional 
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$8,000.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget 
amendment to cover PREA and will come from the fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the request from Hope 
Restore to file for a five (5) year grant like one that was already approved by the 
Commission. This is a pass-through grant with no cost to the county.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the request from the 
mayor to apply for a CDBG grant that would go towards the construction for a 
new Firefighter House in the Hickory Withe area.  The grant would be for 
$600,000.00 and the match would be 25%.  The motion was seconded by 
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Commissioner Perkins.  The chairman told the board that the match would be the 
25% but it would be more than the 25% to finish the actual firehouse, so the rest 
would have to come later.  Commissioner German asked could we apply for more 
than the 600,000 the chairman stated that the 600,000 was the max at what 
could be applied for.  Chief Hartfield stated that there are not many fire grants 
that are directly related to the fire stations.  Commissioner Norton asked if the 
county owned the property, the Chairman stated that there is a donation 
possibility being made for a location in the area.  The Chairman asked for a 
motion for a resolution of some suit to apply for a fire station with the terms that 
have been laid out.  Commissioner Norton made the motion for approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve resolution for 
administrative services for the CDBG.  The mayor made the request that 
Community Development Partners, LLC be the administrator.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the resolution for A2H 
to be the engineer for the said CDBG grant.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman brought to the board a resolution for stipend for Carl Brown 
at our landfill due to him being acting director of Solid Waste.  Commissioner 
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Reeves made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Goodroe and passed unanimously. 

 
 
 Under new business, the chairman presented a draft budget that was 
extremely raw.  He stated that the new properties and the school board budget 
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were no included, still receiving insurance rates, and a 5% cost of living was 
included.  Commissioner Leggett asked about the newfound property in Arlington.  
The chairman stated that according to the state’s election commission said 
property that has been shown as Shelby County is now showing as Fayette.  Back 
in September of 2020 a discussion about the county line was brought up, the 
census had been contacted about the discrepancy and was fine with the county 
telling them where it was.  They then came back and said that an official 
document was needed from the state.  The state said that there was nothing to 
give, it would have to go to legislature and talk to Senator Whaley and 
Representative Ron Gant.  We do have the accessors line which state’s where the 
county line ends.  The Legislation want’s some type of description, a survey will 
have to take place.  Commissioner Leggett stated that from what he understood 
this was supposed to go to court sometime within the week. 
 
 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
       Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 

 
 
  


