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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
MAY 24, 2022 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular session on 
May 24, 2022, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in Somerville, Tennessee.  Present 
and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea Taylor.  Also, present were Ray Garcia, Sheriff’s 
Department, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and the following County Commissioner’s: 
Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, 
David Lilliard, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, Steve Reeves, 
Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David Webb.  Commissioner 
Sylvester Logan was absent. 
 
 A quorum was declared with eighteen (18) Commissioner’s present and one (1) 
Commissioner absent. 
 
 Commissioner Larry Watkins gave the invocation. 
 
 The chairman opened the floor for comments on non-agenda items.  With nobody 
coming forward the floor was closed. 
 
 The chairman then introduced Senator Page Walley.  Senator Walley gave a brief report 
on updates with the legislative.  He gave his thanks for the local government and what is being 
done.  He touched on the redistricting, the Blue Oval, the school systems and how the Blue Oval 
will have an impact on our students that are coming up in the system.  He talked about the 
State’s budget, financial taxes, sales tax holiday, state tax on vehicle license plate renewals that 
will be suspended, reduction on sales tax for farm equipment.  The funding formula changing 
from BEP “Basic Education Plan” to TISA “Tennessee Investment Student Achievement”.   
 
 Next was the approval of April’s Commission minutes.  Commissioner Powers made the 
motion for approval with the request of a correction on Senator Page Walley’s name spelling.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Perkins made the motion to approve the following as notaries:  Diedre J. 
Brookhart, L M Damore, Mark Stewart Hattley, Terrance A. Henson, Tammie Hightower, Mary K 
E King, Deanna Martin, Anna K. McBride, Gabrielle M. Pasco, Toni Taylor, and Erin L. Wilson.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 The Chairman stated the financial reports were included in the packets and any questions 
should be directed to the appropriate official. 
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 The chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that for the additional attorney 
fees, it looked like there was two payments for the same amount, that was an error.  A check 
was issued and passed through the mail, but a correction was made.  Commissioner Norton 
asked about Oakland wanting the County to pay for half of their fire pumpers.  The chairman 
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stated that he had a short conversation with the mayor, and it was discussed at the city meeting 
and that is about all that he knows about it. 
 
 Ray Garcia reported for the sheriff’s office since the Sherriff was not able to attend the 
meeting.  Everything that was discussed in the committee is in the packets, the only issue that 
the sheriff’s office is dealing with is the overdoses in the county.   
 
 There were no new reports for the Board of Education, Juvenile Court, Board of Public 
Works, Trustee, or Panning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee which met on May 5, 
2022.  The committee discussed a budget amendment presented by the mayor to adjust line 
items in planning, building, and airport functions with no change to the fund balance.  The 
committee also discussed a budget amendment by public works to increase diesel, gasoline, and 
lubricant and decrease labor, they also reviewed expenditures, not including salary or employee 
requests. 
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare Committee which met on 
May 12, 2022.  The committee discussed miscellaneous budget amendments, solid waste 
amendments, and review. 
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 The Personnel Committee did not meet. 
 
 Commissioner Dacus reported for the Education Committee which met on May 9, 2022, 
Mr. Dacus stated that the members present in the minutes were incorrect, Mr. Walker was not 



21 
 

present.  The committee discussed school board amendments, library amendments and the 
archive committee. 

 
 
 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee which 
met on May 10, 2022.  The committee discussed the sheriff’s report, flock camera’s, 
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miscellaneous budget amendments, Carl Perkins, Fire Department, video arrangement, and 
coroner autopsies funding. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on May 17 and 
May 19, 2022.  The committee discussed budget amendments for additional attorney fees, 
coroner autopsies funding, Carl Perkins, Election Office, Fire Department, Librarian and Library 
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Director, fund 101, video arraignment, solid waste, public works, general funds 141, 142, and 
143, debt service fund, capital projects, airport, school board, and the budget review. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 for 
additional attorney fees of $5,965.00 for the solar farm litigation with a change to the fund 
balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 of 
$35,000.00 for additional fuel at the airport and that will come from the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 of 
$9,360.00 to cover the county autopsies for the year with a change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 which 
show’s revenue coming in from the court victim’s assistance and being spent with the contract 
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that the county has with Carl Perkins Center, no change to the fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 

 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 from 
the election office of line-item adjustments with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 to bring 
revenue in $5,500.00 from a donation and insurance recovery to the fire prevention and control 
budget which will be spent by the fire department with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Webb and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 of line-
item adjustment to the library with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 
adjustment of moving money from Liberian’s line-item to the director to cover the overlap of the 
retiring director to who is staying on to train the new director with no change to the fund 
balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 of year 
end line-item adjustments in multiple accounts with no change to the fund balance.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 101 of a 
grant for $76,836.00 for the jail to pay for video arraignment equipment with no change to the 
fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 116 for the 
solid waste fund for funds to be spent on trash hauling, fuel, parts, and few other small 
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expenses.  The net amount of the changes will be $106,000.00 leaving a year end fund balance 
of $1,480,796.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lilliard and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 131, moves 
money from labors account to lubricants, gasoline, and diesel account for $72,000.00 with no 
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change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously. 

 
 
 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment for the 
general-purpose fund 141, federal fund 142, food service fund 143 of year end line-item 
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adjustments with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Jordan and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 151 
bringing in $440,000.00 in principal and interest back into the fund balance.  This was budgeted 
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for the purchase of fire equipment, this also placed $25,000.00 more into Trustee’s commission.  
The net increase of this fund will be $415,000.00 which will bring the debt service fund to 
around $3,979,784.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German made the motion to approve the budget amendment 171 that 
moves funds from law enforcement equipment line to motor vehicle’s line of $10,500.00 with no 
change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously.  
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 The chairman presented to the board minutes from the Delinquent Tax Parcel 
Committee.  The committee discussed five (5) parcels in Oakland and one (1) parcel that is 
between Moscow and LaGrange. 

 
 
 The chairman also presented another draft copy of the budget with all the different 
committees added into it.  He touched base on the School Boards proposed budget. 
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 The chairman stated that the county must start making notification in the paper about 
the budget.  Basically, putting the public on notice that this is what the county is looking at. 
 Commissioner Leggett asked about the county’s growth plan at exit 39.  The chairman 
stated the planner has offered a map to the Planning Commission for suggestions.  Once they 
bless the proposal the chairman plans to bring the proposal to the commission and then have a 
public hearing so that the county can see what is being proposed.  The process is to let everyone 
in the county know that the growth plan is opening, allow the municipalities to make 
suggestions.  A coordinating committee would be called together with a list of people that have 
to be on it, they will review the plan, make a recommendation and if everyone agrees it will 
move forward.  If there is a city or county that disagrees with the plan, and they cannot work out 
the details the party that disagrees with it will bare the burden on proving why they are right in 
court.  In the area after the growth plan the chairman has asked the planning commission and 
the planner to come back with a comprehensive plan to do county wide in the different areas.  
The chairman stated that on the infrastructure side, he is still talking to Haywood and Tipton 
County about something regionally.  The chairman stated that there is funding for infrastructure 
improvements with more funding to come.  Commissioner Goodroe asked did the County have a 
deadline on when the money can go to the cities.  The mayor reported that he had not been told 
yet other than it must be obligated by sometime in November.  The first portion of the money is 
called noncompetitive and can be used in pretty much any way as wanted, if it is not used then it 
goes back into the pot.  Once all the cities get the information together on how or on what they 
want to use the money on, the chairman will present the board with a packet.  Commissioner 
Goodroe asked that the money that is coming from the state to the cities, would not pass 
through the county, the chairman responded with a no.  The county would be responsible for 
monitoring, additional cost, and monies would have to be spent to hire somebody to do the 
monitoring of the money.  Commissioner Leggett asked about the utilities, since the county does 
not have them, could the county use any of the money for future development or planning.  The 
chairman stated that the county may be able to use it for planning but would not be able to use 
any of it for building.  Commissioner Leggett asked if there is any discussion about development 
for the employees that will be associated with the Blue Oval City, the chairman responded that 
the mega site authority is in negotiations with Ford. 
 
 With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
        Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
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---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Shana N. Burch, County Clerk  
 


