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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
JUNE 28, 2022 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative body met in regular 
session on June 28, 2022, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County mayor, Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were Sheriff, James R. “Bobby” Riles, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioner’s:  Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lilliard, 
Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, 
Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and 
David Webb. 
 

A quorum was declared with nineteen (19) Commissioner’s present. 
 
 Commissioner David Webb gave the invocation. 
 
 The chairman declared a client attorney meeting.  Commissioner Leggett 
made the motion to allow the County Attorney to file an injunction to stop and 
cease events being held on Woodmont Drive.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman then opened the floor for comments on non-agenda items.  
Cynthia Coady resides on Woodmont Drive, addressed the board about the activity 
that is being held on her road.  Vip Lewis, resides on Yager Road, addressed the 
board about his barn fire that took place back in February and about the quick 
response from the fire department and putting the fire out before it burned his 
house down with the barn.  Mr. Lewis also encouraged everyone to donate to the 
County for the fire department, ambulance, and the EMA.  With no one else 
coming forward, the floor was closed. 
 
 Next was the approval of the May’s Commission minutes.  Commissioner 
Powers made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Watkins made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries:  Debra K. Beshires, Jamie Bryson, Lee Cagle, Stacy Hally, Virginia Jermyn, 
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Justin C. Lewis, Sherry L. Ligon, Linda Jones Long, and Monique N. Young.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
  

The chairman presented to the board two (2) nominations for the Library 
Board, Cindy Brown Matlock and Ron Ramsey.  The chairman stated that they had 
been approved by the library board and was now requesting approval from the 
Commissioner’s.  Commissioner Watkins made the motion for approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that the financial reports were included in the packets 
and any questions should be directed to the appropriate official. 
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 The chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that today, June 
28th was the day to get the proposals back for the hospital.  The county had 
received four (4) pieces of correspondence from Brighton Health Care, Poplar 
Clinic, Methodist Hospital said they would like to work with us but there was not a 
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proposal with it, and Baptist Hospital said that we were not a large enough market 
for them at this time.  The committee, which is Commissioner German, 
Commissioner Sills, Commissioner Reeves, Glenn Miller, and the chairman will 
meet on July 5th and all commissioners are encouraged to sit in when the 
committee goes over the proposals.  He also reported that the county had been 
awarded a TDOT transportation study grant.  It involves the Blue Oval all the way 
to the Somerville area and towards Oakland a way, this is to understand the track 
patterns.  It is a large enough area to where it will take about six (6) to eight (8) 
months to complete and will start in the next month or two. 
 
 Dr. Hamlett reported for the Board of Education.  She updated the 
committee on Fayette Ware Comprehensive High School had an accreditation 
review this past spring.  The incognita provides in index of education quality as a 
holistic measure of overall performance based on the comprehensive set of 
standards and new criteria.  On a scale of one hundred (100) to four hundred (400) 
and four hundred being the highest, Fayette Ware scored a three hundred and 
thirty-three (333).  She stated that they had four (4) weeks of successful learning 
camps, the last day would be June 29th on a Wednesday.  The first day of the 
regular school year will being on August 8th which is a Monday, the teachers will 
return on July 27th which is on a Monday.  For the category of safety, she wanted 
to announce that the school’s mock active shooter training will be held on July 22nd 
at Oakland Elementary gymnasium with Collierville police department, local police 
department, and all emergency personnel.  The staff will be trained on protocols 
incase this situation ever occurs in Fayette County.  Additional safety measures, 
the board has applied for grants.  One grant will cover the Wi-Fi and internet 
access across the district, Mr. Hill’s department had everything to do with this 
grant which was for $415,000.00 of one-time expenditure grant.  He also received 
the phone service and internet commitment letter of $9,000.00 of E-grade 
funding, he also has applied with partnerships from our community members, they 
have applied for a $800,000.00 grant to replace camera equipment, installation of 
badge access to all buildings, and additional equipment that will be needed. 
 
 There were no new reports for the Sheriffs Department, Juvenile Court, 
Board of Public Works, Trustee, or Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Farley reported for the Development Committee which met 
on June 13.  The committee discussed the airport budget amendment and the 
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county line resolution.  Commissioner Farley turned that over to the chairman to 
report on.  He stated that the US census used a line that was deviated from what 
Shelby County and Fayette County have been using which is the Accessor’s Line.  
He presented a resolution of the county commission going to the state saying that 
they agree with the accessor.  Shelby County had already approved their version of 
ours, and this will be sent to the Board of Equalization in Nashville.  They have 
some authority to decide which property is in which county.  Once that has taken 
place the chairman felt that there will be another motion to vote on a private act 
that will need to go to Nashville.  The chairman requested for the commission to 
pass the resolution so it can be sent on to Nashville.  Commissioner Powers made 
the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins with 
much discussion the motion passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Farley reported that they also discussed the Building Permit 
resolution.  He stated that the mayor presented a resolution that would amend 
zoning regulations to state that a building permit fee would be refunded if asked 
within fourteen (14) days of issuance and no work had been applied.  
Commissioner Farley made to the motion to pass the resolution.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Walker.   

The chairman asked to explain this resolution in detail.  He stated that there 
was no sort of allowance for a refund when no work was done.  Generally, now 
they do most of the work up front and then charge for a building permit, but the 
regulations do not specify that.  The chairman was wanting to clean the wording 
up and get with the individual to figure out if this applies to them.  This has to go 
back to the Planning Commission because they have to agree to it.  If they agree to 
it then it is fine, if they do not then they come back with what the change’s need to 
be and will be addressed at that time.  Commissioner Norton asked if the county 
had spent any money on the building permit, the chairman stated that at this time 
some work had been done.  Commissioner Norton asked why would the county 
refund money that the county had to spend.  The chairman stated that this may 
not apply to that certain circumstance, but it needed to be addressed. 

The motion passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Farley stated that they discussed the American Rescue Plan 
Assistance (ARPA) sewer – water grand funding, he then turned it over to the 
chairman.  The chairman stated that this is another grant that was offered by the 
state for $3.6 million for the sewer and water funding.  We get to use and share 
with any other government entity in Tennessee to modernize or improve.  The four 
(4) main cities, Somerville, Rossville, Piperton, and Oakland have all signed a letter 
asking for their portion.  Have not received anything from Moscow, but do know 
that a request is coming, a verbal request from Gallaway, then LaGrange has not 
come up with a figure yet.  The chairman was requesting the board to allow a 
study to be done to decide what can be done concerning sewer and water in that 
region.  If the study is allowed it may cost up to $100,000.00, it may be less than 
that but need to reserve it.  In July it will come back and see what the cities may be 
able to receive.  Commissioner Leggett asked should a deadline be set for the cities 
that want to share in the funds, to make the request known.  The chairman stated 
that he wanted to have something to bring back in July.  Commissioner Farley 
again reported that the committee discussed the road easement quit claim at Big 
Bell Estate and the airshow.  Commissioner Farley turned it over to Mr. Bliss to 
discuss the air show.  Mr. Bliss stated that the airshow would be held on October 1, 
2022, he has four (4) performers, five (5) performances, food truck’s lined up.  In 
the past he looked for sponsors and announced the names over the speakers, this 
year he is going to ask for sponsorship and in return they will be allowed special 
access, VIP parking, catered meal, and more for in exchange of the donation made. 
 Commissioner Farley made a motion to approve the air show.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously.   
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare Committee 
which met on June 13, 2022.  The committee discussed the ambulance report, the 
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hospital proposal requests, animal shelter updates, and the disposal of solid waste 
equipment.   

 
The chairman reported for the Personnel Committee which met on June 13, 

2022.  The committee discussed a resolution for change of the personnel policy for 
the holiday leave pay for salary workers. 
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Commissioner Powers made a motion to approve the resolution.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Dacus reported for the Education Committee which met on 
June 14, 2022.  The committee discussed budget amendments 141 and 142 for the 
schools and the funding of books for adult education. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee which met on June 14, 2022.  Commissioner Rice stated that the 
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committee discussed the sheriff’s reports and several budget amendments which 
passed and went over to the Budget Committee.   
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 Commissioner Rice stated that the committee discussed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between Shelby County and Fayette County Sheriff’s 
Offices.  This is an agreement that covers on situations for when Fayette County 



112 
 

calls on Shelby County special units and how those units will operate when they 
are in the Fayette County district.  Commissioner Rice made the motion to approve 
the memorandum.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Rice stated that another contract needed to be voted on to 
house state prisoners for 5 years at $39.00 per day per prisoner.  Commissioner 
Rice made the motion to approve the contract.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Rice stated that another contract was up for electronic 
monitoring of defendants who are involved with the General Sessions Court.  She 
stated that the new General Sessions Judge would like to use it, Commissioner Rice 
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made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 
June 14, 2022. 
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Commissioner German presented the first budget amendment which brings 
in a $50,000.00 grant to remodel the old terminal at the Fayette County Airport.  A 
$2,500.00 reduction in the fund balance which is the 5% match for the grant.  The 
amendment was approved by the Development Committee and the Budget 
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Committee.  Commissioner German made a motion for approval.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 

 
 
 Commission German presented a budget amendment to move reserve 
funds so that the Circuit Court clerk can purchase a printer for $1,300.00 and no 
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change to the fund balance.  The amendment was approved by the Public Safety 
Committee and the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made a motion for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed 
unanimously. 

 



131 
 

 Commissioner German presented a budget amendment of $45,800.00 from 
a public safety grant to be used for the firefighter salary supplements with no 
change to the fund balance.  The amendment was approved by the Public Safety 
Committee and the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion 
to approve.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German presented a budget amendment that brings in 
$30,000.00 from an insurance claim to replace a wrecked car from the sheriff’s 
department with no change to the fund balance.  This amendment was approved 
by the Public Safety Committee and the Budget Committee.  Commissioner 
German made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Oglesby and passed unanimously.  
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 Commissioner German presented a budget amendment of total dollars that 
the county owes employees for holiday and sick time incase the quite or retired at 
one time.  This is required to by done every year as a budget amendment by the 
state auditors.  The amendment reflects $1,036,545.17, it was approved by the 
Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German presented a budget amendment that moves funds 
from different line items for the year – end clean up with no change to the fund 
balance.  This amendment was approved by the Budget Committee and 
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Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German present the budget amendment for solid waste of 
potential vacation and sick time for $29,711.56, this was approved by the Budget 
Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German presented a budget amendment for year – end clean 
up for solid waste fund 116 with no change to the fund balance, the amendment 
was approved by the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made a motion 
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for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed 
unanimously.  
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 Commissioner German presented the budget amendments pertaining to the 
school fund 141 and the federal fund 142, these are year – end line item clean- up 
with no change to the fund balance.  The amendments were approved by the 
School Board, Education Committee, and the Budget Committee. Commissioner 
German made a motion of approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Norton and passed unanimously.  
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 Commissioner German presented a resolution that formally allows the 
county the claim the standard allowance for the revenue replacement from the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), this money we have been receiving from the 
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COVID pandemic.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 

 
 
 Commissioner German presented four budget amendments that deal with 
the money that came from the ARAP funds, the amendments were approved by 
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the Budget Commission.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German presented a contract from Fayette Cares.  He stated 
that the mayor asked that this year’s budget for Fayette Cares be allowed to pay 
the contract from last year and to add the funds for this year’s contract.   It was 
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approved by the Public Safety Commission and the Budget Commission.   
Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German stated that Solid Waste asked for permission to sell a 
old truck at auction in July with Public Works.  This was approved by Health and 
Welfare and the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion for 
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approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner German stated that the mayor has asked for permission to 
sell surplus computer equipment in the auction, this was approved by the Budget 
Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman reported for the Joint Committee which met on June 21, 
2022.  The committee discussed the county line resolution, the school budget 
amendments, and the budget for the fiscal year 2022 to 2023. 
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 The chairman recognized Barbra Parker, The Fayette County Trustee.  She 
addressed the board about the employee raises.  She stated that she was 
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addressing them on behalf of the elected officials of the courthouse, she has 
worked in the courthouse for thirty-eight (38) years, for twenty-six (26) of those 
years as the Trustee.  The officials had always been told that you count not put 
merit raises in your budget, always put percentage in across the board for all 
employees, so that all employees are treated equal.  So, what she was asking, 
instead of singling out two employees that are just as deserving as all employees, 
for the first time in thirty-eight years give a significant raise of ten percent (10%) to 
all employees which would bring an administrative assistance’s pay from 
$39,161.00 to $43,077.00, which would be $326.00 a month, $81.50 a week, $2.04 
an hour.  5% raises are equivalent to a trip to the grocery store and one tank of 
gas.  She stated that the 5% is better than nothing but not significant enough.  She 
stated that all the officials were requesting was that all the employees be treated 
equal and appreciated for their hard work and dedication to the county in these 
stressful times.  The chairman stated that we are significantly into our fund balance 
and asked if there was any discussion.  Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to 
approve his amendment. 
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 Commissioner Oglesby asked if the Sheriff had anything that he would like to 
add, he responded with no comments.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Watkins.  Commissioner Leggett asked for clarification on number 4.  
Commissioner Oglesby stated that it was on page 36 from the last weeks meeting.  
Commissioner Powers stated that there was a variance from page to 36 to 37 of 
the deputies.  Commissioner Oglesby stated that it was going from five deputies to 
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three deputies, which the sheriff verified that it would work for him.  
Commissioner Leggett asked if this moves the SROs from the budget, 
Commissioner Oglesby responded with a “yes, until we can get a commitment for 
the School Board”.  Commissioner Leggett asked that if the motion allow a raise for 
the election commission and circuit court people but nobody else of $3000.00.  
Commissioner Oglesby said yes.  Commissioner Leggett asked to amend the 
motion.  He stated that Barbra Parker is the most respected person, the main stay 
for the courthouse, and a great representative of the courthouse employees.  He 
stated that he thought it was a slippery slope if all the employees were not given 
the same raise, all employees if they are doing a good job are deserving and if they 
are not then they need to be removed.  He made the motion to amend the motion 
that the two employees be removed from number 4, and they get the same raise 
as all the other employees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers.  
Commissioner Farley stated that it was not a merit raise, it was a position title 
change.  Commissioner Goodroe stated that it was a work around to give a 15% 
raise and that there has never been an Administrative Assistant 1, it has always 
been an Administrative Assistant.  It was presented as a merit raise when it was 
presented to the committee because she does such a great job, but he has no 
doubt that all employees do a great job.  But to say that it is a position change, he 
doesn’t think that position change and that it is just created the new title with a 
new price tag on it and that it is in fact a merit raise that will keep going on for the 
rest of the career, and that he doesn’t see it being fair to rest of the employees.  
Commissioner Norton asked for from Mr. Pulliam was in fact a title change as well 
as a pay increase.  The one that he is referring to has stepped up to the plate and 
became office manager and well as filled in her administrative assistant position, 
which it would not be a merit raise it is a raise due to additional duties and he 
thinks she deserves it.  Mr. Pulliam addressed the board that he came to the board 
a couple years ago about the employee in question.  She has been an employee of 
the county for over 40 years, she has stepped up to be the office manager of 9 
employees, and she does the general sessions courts.  Commissioner Norton 
stated that it was a two-fold reason, and that he would like to make another 
amendment after this one to give a 15% across the board.  Commissioner Powers 
asked Mrs. Parker that she stated that all employees get the raise or just the 
administrative assistants, Mrs. Parker responded with across the board for all 
employees.  Commissioner Leggett asked how many employees the county does 
have, the chairman responded with 175ish.  With the county having that many 
employees and only giving the two employees with the raise and not the rest then 
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the board is going to cause headache to the other elected officials to explain why.  
Commissioner Farley responded with that the way that Mr. Tapp explained it is 
that he has an employee that is in a supervisor type position.  He didn’t give her 
the title has office manager because he didn’t want to go up as high as office 
manager and that administrative assistant 1 was the agreeable choice and that she 
can run the office when Mr. Tapp is out of the office.  Roll call vote was called to 
remove the pay raise to the two individuals and just give them the cost-of-living 
raise.  Commissioner’s Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Kevin J. 
Powers, Robert Sills, and David Webb voting yes.  Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, 
Jr., Ben Farley, Jimmy Jordan, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy 
Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins 
voting no.  Commissioner David Lilliard abstained.  The amendment failed with six 
(6) votes for yes, twelve (12) votes for no, and one abstention. 
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 Commissioner Norton made the motion to amend the motion.  He stated 
that he agrees with most of what Commissioner Oglesby is saying, but he would 
like to move to take Mrs. Parker’s lead and amend the salary increase of 10% for all 
non-elected persons that is working for the county.  The motion was seconded by 
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Commissioner Perkins.  The chairman pointed out that they would be about two 
million in the hole.  Commissioner Powers asked that the 10% leaving in the 15% 
for the two employees, Commissioner Norton stated that he was for 10% across 
the board with no exceptions which will do away with the 15% and bringing them 
down to the 10%.  The chairman stated that the county has sheriff employees that 
are doing step raises, ambulance is doing a step raise, he asked how Commissioner 
Norton’s raise would affect them, Commissioner Norton stated that it would be 
10% and continue with the step raises and we are shutting the door on the merit 
raises.  A roll call vote was called for a 10% raise from 5% across the board with no 
merit raises at all and step raises stay in place.  Commissioner Goodroe asked with 
no position changes being added, Commissioner Norton stated that he could not 
make that change and that it was up to the official.  He stated that he would say 
that if they were going to Administrative 1 or 2 that it would have to go before the 
Personnel Committee, the chairman stated the department head has discretion 
over their budget and a letter of agreement.  The motion before the board is 
increase the cost of living to all employees to 10% from 5% across the board of all 
non-elected officials and to do away with any merit raises, salary increases, or 
anything that specific to the job.  Commissioner’s Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, 
Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, Jim Norton, Tommy Perkins, and Robert Sills voting 
yes.  Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, David Lilliard, Sylvester 
Logan, Claude Oglesby, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, 
and David Webb voting no.  Commissioner’s Kevin J. Powers and Ray Seals 
abstained.  The amendment failed with seven (7) votes for yes, ten (10) votes for 
no, and two (2) abstentions. 
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 The Chairman asked for a roll call vote for original amendment presented by 
Commissioner Oglesby.  Commissioner Norton requested that on number 2 the 
word be changed from Instruct to ask, it was stated that it would be changed to 
“recommend”. 
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 Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Tim 
Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, David Lilliard, Sylvester Logan, Claude Oglesby, Tommy 
Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Robert Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and 
David Webb voting yes.  Commissioner’s Terry Legget, Jim Norton, and Kevin J. 
Powers voting no.  Commissioner Ray Seals abstained.  The motion passed with 
fifteen (15) votes for yes, three (3) votes for no, and one (1) abstention.  
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 The chairman presented to the board nonprofit resolutions which must be 
voted on.  Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to approve.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Farley, roll call vote was called. 
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 Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy 
Jordan, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve 
Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Roberts Sills, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and 
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David Webb voting yes.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe and Terry Legget voting no.  
Commissioner’s David Lilliard and Kevin J. Powers abstaining.  The motion passed 
with fifteen (15) votes for yes, two (2) votes for no, and two (2) abstentions. 
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 The chairman presented to the board a resolution fixing the tax levy.  
Commissioner Watkins made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman presented to the board a resolution of making appropriations 
for the various funds.  Commissioner Oglesby made the motion for approval.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Walker and passed unanimously. 
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With no further business before the board and with a motion from 
Commissioner Farley the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
             Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 
 


