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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
August 23,2022 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative body met in regular 
session on August 23, 2022, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea Taylor.  
Also, present were Sherriff, James R. “Bobby Riles, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County 
Clerk, and the following County Commissioner’s:  Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Tim Goodroe, Jimmy Jordan, Terry Leggett, David Lillard, 
Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Kevin J. Powers, 
Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, Larry Watkins, and David 
Webb.  Commissioner Robert Sills was absent. 
 
 A quorum was declared with eighteen (18) Commissioner’s present and one 
(1) Commissioner absent. 
 
 Commissioner Ben Farley gave the invocation. 
 
 The chairman opened the floor for comments on non-agenda items.  With 
no one coming forward, the floor was closed. 
 
 Next was the approval of the July Commission minutes.  Commissioner 
Powers made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Logan and passed unanimously. 
 
 Chief Hartfield addressed the board, he stated that he had just gotten back 
from a firefighter’s line of death funeral.  He spoke about a man that had given 
fifty-five (55) years of service to the fire department and fire EMA; the man that 
was being honored was Assistant District Chief Rhesa Davis.  Mr. Davis spent over 
fifty-five (55) years with the EMS Fire services, twenty-seven (27) plus years with 
Fayette County as the Assistant District Chief with District 14 Fire Department, 
which use to be the Hickory Withe Fire Department.  Not only was he the Assistant 
District Chief he was also a Chaplin through out his career, a Chaplin for the 
Memphis Fire Department as well with the Fayette County Fire Department, he 
was a deputy for the Fayette County Sheriff’s Department.  Chief Hartfield wanted 
to honor Mr. Davis due to him retiring after fifty-five (55) years of service. 
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 Next the chairman recognized the Commissioners that are rotating off the 
board.  Commissioner Jimmy Jordan of four (4) years of service, from July 28, 2020, 
to August 31, 2022, which his initial term from April 27, 1992, to August 31, 1994.  
Commissioner Kevin Powers four (4) years of service, from September 1, 2018, to 
August 31, 2022.  Commissioner Bill Walker of eight (8) years of service, from 
September 1, 2014, to August 31, 2022.  Commissioner Ben Farley of eight (8) 
years of service, from September 1, 2018, to August 31, 2022.  Commissioner 
Charles Dacus of nine (9) years of service, from February 26, 2013, to August 31, 
2022.  Commissioner David Lillard of twenty (20) years of service, from September 
1, 2002, to August 31, 2022.  Commissioner Sylvester Logan of twenty - four (24) 
years of service, from September 1, 1998, to August 31, 2022.  Commissioner 
Willie German of thirty – two (32) years of service, from 1990 to August 31, 2022.   
 
 Commissioner Leggett made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries:  Cara Bell, DeShon Calhoun, Donna Elaine Hicks, Michelle T. Howell, 
Joseph T. Jackson, Shyla Scott, May L. Thompson, and Cheryl Yarbro.  The motion 
was seconded by Perkins and passed unanimously.   
 
 The Chairman presented the financial reports and for any questions to 
please get with the appropriate official. 
 
 The Chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He presented a letter from 
the Tennessee Comptroller, stating that the budget has passed.  He stated that 
they had put contingences and clauses stating that the bills had been paid, and if 
there were any questions to get with the mayor and that he would get with the 
Comptroller. 
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 The chairman stated that he had finally received a bill for the Hospital Wing.  
He stated that the bill was the same as the past year.  He stated that he had some 
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forms for the sign up in case the individual or family member had an accident, and 
that he would get the information out to the commissioner’s and the public.  On 
the animal shelter, he did receive some plans, Friday of last week but had not had 
a chance to go through the paperwork yet.  He stated that as soon as the 
committee can get together with the architect then a packet will be presented 
with a draft budget and plans of something to look at.  The last thing was the 
courthouse renovations, we are still moving forward with all our possible options, 
Somerville Elementary is playing into it, to be used as storage space, looking into 
the Old School Board office on the square, also the old store next to the Family 
Dollar/Dollar Tree for office’s.  He stated that Mrs. Burch has a place of interest 
across the street from the mayor’s office that she could move into, due to being 
the only courthouse official that can move out on her own, the other officials deal 
with each office. 
 
 Dr. Versie Hamlett reported for the boar of education.  She stated that the 
schools have had a great start to the school year, she has had five (5) super 
intendents meet and greets with two (2) additional meet and greets left.  This is an 
opportunity for the parents to come out and hear from the super intendent and 
the principal of the said school, with staff members available, like an open house 
type session.  She stated that enrollment has been up this year, waiting for the 
final numbers to come out before she reports.  She attended a meeting last week 
with Blue Oval City.  She stated that last year our schools were scored as a level 
one (1) and now being scored as a level three (3).  East Jr High went from a level 
one (1) to a level four (4), Buckley Carpenter Elementary went from a level three 
(3) to a level five (5), Fayette Ware Comprehensive High School went from a level 
three (3) to a level five (5), and Southwest from a level three (3) to a level five (5).  
She wanted to personally thank Sherriff Riles for his support with providing 
security opportunities for all the county schools.  
 
 There were no new reports for the Sheriff’s Department, Juvenile Court, 
Board of Public Works, Trustee, and Planning and Development. 
 
 Commissioner Walker reported for the Development Committee which met 
on August 8, 2022.  The committee discussed the greenbelt and the upcoming 
airshow. 
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 Commissioner Reeves reported for the Health and Welfare Committee 
which met on August 8, 2022, and on August 22, 2022.  The committee discussed 
the ambulance report, hospital interviews, and the hospital site option. 
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 Personnel and Education committee did not meet. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee which met on August 9, 2022.  The committee discussed the sheriff’s 
report, fire agreement with the city’s updates, and the surplus fire equipment 
dispersal. 
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 Commissioner German reported for the Budget Committee which met on 
August 9, 2022.  The committee discussed the county commission compensation, 
airshow budget amendment, health department budget amendment, hospital land 
purchase, court clerk salary adjustment, and the surplus fire equipment dispersal. 
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 Commissioner German presented a resolution for the airshow.  He stated 
that the county had already received about $22,000.00 for the airshow.  Mr. Bliss 
had requested to move forward with his purchases and commitments that he had.  
Total funds requested is $61,500.00 which would be a net change to the fund 
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balance of $39,500.00.  This was approved by the Development and Budget 
Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion for approval.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Farley and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German present a resolution for Health Department.  They 
are requesting to move $300.00 from travel to a salary line item, it is completely 
funded by a grant and will not affect the fund balance.  The amendment was 
approved by the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made the motion for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German presented a resolution to purchase property that 
was an action from Oakland, they are going to place a new fire department and the 
rest of the property will be available for a hospital.  The price will be $40,000.00 an 
acre which would be 21 acres and plus $20,000.00 for the action which would we a 
total of $860,000.00 and an add $5,000.00 for any legal services.  The funds are 
coming from the capital projects fund, leaving a fund balance of $3.3 million.  The 
resolution was recommended by the Health and Welfare Committee and approved 
by the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made a motion for approval.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reeves and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German presented a schedule summary from Chief Hartfield 
requestion permission to sell old equipment that is not being used any more on 
govdeals.com, which is an online auction site.  The resolution was approved by the 
Safety Committee and the Budget Committee.  Commissioner German made the 
motion for approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German stated that Mr. Ed Pulliam thought that the budget 
committee had passed a salary increase for one of his administrative assistants.  
During the June County Commission meeting to approve the salary increase it had 
referenced a document, but the document did not include the request, and some 
commissioners thought that it had been approved.  So, to clarify the situation the 
committee recommended to approve and include it in the 2022 – 2023 budget.  
Commissioner German made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Reeves.  The chairman passed out a resolution for the 
commissioner’s regarding the salary increase which would be an increase of 
$4,000.00.  Mr. Ed Pulliam addressed the board and with much discussion the 
motion passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner German stated that the committee discussed plans for the 
county commissioner’s compensation with linking the compensation with the 
salary of the county mayor.  After discussion the committee recommended to use 
the current salary and index any increases to the CPI with no more than a max cap 
of 5%.  Commissioner German made the motion to approve.  The motion was 
seconded by Goodroe and passed unanimously. 
 
 Under new business, the chairman stated that the terminal rehab grant 
needed to be carried over.  Mr. Bliss had money left over, when the budget was 
closed out the county didn’t have a real clear idea of how much of the grant had 
been used.  A budget amendment would need to take place that he may use the 
funds, no change to the fund balance.  Commissioner Farley made the motion to 
approve.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Powers and passed 
unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that after the budget had passed, the sheriff made a 
few changes to the line items to allocate, with no change to the fund balance.   
Commissioner Rice made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that Fayette County AG extension sent over a list name 
of members that they would need to swap.  Commissioner German would be 
coming off the list and Chad Dacus, Win Moore, and Matt Rhea would be added.  
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Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Watkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 Under new business Commissioner Farley made the motion to suspend the 
rules to reconsider the adequate facilities tax.  Commissioner Oglesby seconded 
the motion.  The chairman stated that any rules suspended or amended at any 
time by the county legislative body by 2/3 majority of the member.  Commissioner 
Goodroe requested to know exactly which rule was being suspended.  The 
chairman stated that it would be the rules to where it can be talked about tonight 
because it is not on the agenda.  Commissioner Goodroe stated that he did not 
mind it going back to committee if something has changed but to assume what is 
being asked from Commissioner Farley is to vote again on the adequate facilities 
tax resolution.  The chairman stated that what he is asking for is to suspend the 
rules so that it can be talked about.  Commissioner Leggett made the motion to 
table it until the new commissioners come in.  The chairman stated that tabling an 
action takes president over everything except a privilege motion, privilege motion 
is one that must be taken care of at time due to such importance that it can not be 
delayed.  A roll call was called for tabling the motion.  Commissioner’s Charles E. 
Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, Sylvester Logan, Jim 
Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, 
Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins voting no.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe, Terry 
Leggett, Kevin J. Powers, and David Webb voting no.  Commissioner David Lillard 
abstaining.  With four (4) voting yes, thirteen (13) voting no, and one (1) 
abstention the motion did not pass.   
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 A roll call vote was issued for the first motion of suspending the rules.  
Commissioner Leggett asked which rules are being suspended.  The chairman 
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stated the bylaws for lack of a better word.  Fayette County bylaws so that the 
issue can be issued.  Commissioner Leggett asked that the commissioner and 
issued the motion to please state that.  Commissioner Farley stated to suspend the 
rules to reconsider the raise of the adequate facilities tax.  Commissioner’s Charles 
E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lillard, Sylvester 
Logan, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, 
Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and Larry Watkins voted yes.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe, 
Terry Leggett, Kevin J. Powers, and David Webb voted no.  With fourteen (14) 
voting yes and four (4) voting no, the floor was then opened to discuss the 
adequate facilities tax. 
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 Commissioner Logan made the motion to raise the facilities tax on the 
residential side to $0.39.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  
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Commissioner Reeves asked if this was going to the hospital or the ambulance’s, 
Commissioner Logan answered with a yes and was added to his motion.  
Commissioner Powers said for clarification the motion from last month would stay 
the same except for being $0.01 shorter.  The chairman stated that the motion is 
to increase the rate by $0.39, from $0.60 to $0.99 and that the funds would be 
used towards the hospital and ambulances.  Commissioner Leggett stated that this 
was a completely different resolution than what was voted on last month, it has 
not been through committee, it needs to go back through committee.  The 
chairman stated that was what the suspending of the rules took care of.  
Commissioner Leggett stated that it did not, that suspending the rules was taking 
care of a vote for the adequate facilities tax that was voted on last month.  This is a 
new act for the facilities act and therefore must go back before the committee.  
The chairman stated that the suspension of the rules was to talk about the 
adequate facilities tax not on any motion, to assume that it need to be taken care 
of tonight and not go back any committees.  For that reason, the motion from 
Commissioner Logan is proper.  Commissioner Powers stated that speaking with 
Commissioner Logan that on page 81 in the minutes that is the resolution from last 
month that was voted on, the Commissioner is stating that he is taking that exact 
resolution and changing it from a $0.40 increase in residential to a $0.39 increase, 
the rest of the motion to stay the same. 
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 Roll call vote was called.  Commissioner’s Charles E. Dacus, Jr., Ben Farley, 
Willie German, Jr., Jimmy Jordan, David Lillard, Sylvester Logan, Jim Norton, Claude 
Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Elizabeth Rice, Ray Seals, Bill Walker, and 
Larry Watkins voting yes.  Commissioner’s Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Kevin J. 
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Powers, and David Webb voting no.  With fourteen (14) Commissioners voting yes 
and four (4) Commissioners voting no, the motion passed. 
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 With no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
              Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 


