
FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
January 24, 2023 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in 
regular session on January 24, 2023, at the Bill G. Kelley Criminal Justice Complex 
in Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea 
Taylor.  Also, present and presiding was the Sheriff, James R. “Bobby” Riles, Shana 
N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and the following County Commissioner’s:  Terrye 
Canady, David Crislip, Tim Goodroe, Steve Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Win Moore, Jim 
Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Mike Reeves, Steve Reeves, Matt Rhea, 
Elizabeth Rice, Betty Salmon, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, David Webb, 
and Adrian Wiggins. 
 
 A quorum was declared with nineteen (19) Commissioner’s present and 
presiding. 
 
 Commissioner Betty Salmon gave the invocation. 
 
 The floor was open for non-agenda items.  Mr. H. Ray Wilson a resident at 
160 Brockford in Eads, TN. 38028, addressed the board and the County Attorney 
about the case pending against a resident in the Woodmont Subdivision.  The 
incident took place on Juneteenth of 2021 and 2022.  Mr. Rosser the County 
Attorney stated that it was about to be settled and that was all that could be said.  
Mr. Wilson asked had both cases been withdrawn from the court and Mr. Rosser 
stated no they were both still in court but about to be settled.  
 
 Next on the agenda was the approval of the November 22, 2022, minutes.  
Commissioner Laskoski requested that a couple of corrections be made on page 
23.  With the corrections being made, Commissioner Norton made the motion of 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mike Reeves and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Norton made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries:  Michele L. Barker, Julie C. Bartholomew, Cynthia M. Bullard, Elaine R. 
Carpenter, Carla Gray, Autumn Morrison, Amber Dawn Reeves, Kayla B. Sexton, 
Heather Skelton, Stacie M. Spray, Lisa Trotter, Angie B. Wilson, and Barbara A. 



Wright.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was the delinquent tax attorney, Mr. Bill Rhea.  He was 
recommended by the Trustee into which the chairman agreed with, to serve as 
the delinquent tax attorney.  In the packet was a request for a ten percent (10%) 
fee that will be added onto the tax bill, that will be his fee for his work.  
Commissioner Leggett made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Steve Reeves and passed unanimously. 

 



 Next on the agenda was the jail disciplinary review board request.  This was 
sent from the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee and reviewed by the 
Sheriff.  Commissioner Leggett made the motion for approval.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Rice and approved unanimously. 

 
 



 The Chairman stated that every year in January a county attorney must be 
appointed for one (1) year.  The private act was added to the packet. 

 
 



 
 
 The chairman opened the floor up for nominations.  Commissioner Oglesby 
made the motion for nominations to cease, and Mr. Rosser be elected by 
acclamation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  Commissioner 
Leggett asked for discussion about the private act that was included in the 



packets.  After much discussion with two (2) commissioners voting no, the motion 
passed. 
 
 The chairman stated that financial reports were included in the packet and 
to address the appropriate official with any questions. 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 The chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that on the 
courthouse renovation project that the Trustee, Property Assessor, and Chancery 
Court Clerk had moved into the new location, today the Register of Deeds had 



started the process of moving into the new location.  The County Clerk will be 
moving across from Main Street Eatery and will be starting the move on February 
7th.  A pre-bid meeting took place today with five (5) large contractors with good 
feedback, questions and answerers are reviewed with the contractor.  The final 
packages will be back by February 16th with enough time to be voted on at the 
next meeting in February. 
 
 Dr. Versie Hamlett reported for the Board of Education.  She stated that the 
schools had some construction going on with Oakland Elementary, Jefferson, and 
Southwest for cooling towers and should be completed as soon as possible.  In 
the technology department they have supplied all the third through twelfth grade 
teachers, English, and Math teachers with laptop carts, purchased with the grant 
money and for the next two weeks they are getting ready to push out for Science 
and Social Studies teachers.  Safety features are being looked at with access 
panels for the doors to help increase safety, intercom systems to be replace at 
Oakland, Fayette Ware, and the Career and Technology Center.  Restroom 
renovations will occur at Oakland and Fayette Ware.  They are looking very closely 
at the third-grade retention law.  She stated that they did have a very good 
meeting with Senator Walley and he will be taking information back with him to 
be discussed in regarding the law.  The school board budget retreat will be held 
Saturday, February 11th from 8 to 4 o’clock. 
 
 No new reports for Sheriff’s Department, Juvenile Court, Board of Public 
Works, and Planning and Development. 
 
 Charles McNab reported for the Trustee’s office.  He stated that the move 
has had some good and bad changes.  Delinquent notices have been mailed out 
and come March 1st they will be moved over to Chancery Court for collection.  A 
chart was included in the packet. 



 
 
 Commissioner Robert Seals reported for the Development Committee 
which met on January 9th.  The committee discussed the growth plan, which the 
chairman touched base on.  The chairman stated that they were looking into a 
plan that is manly along the interstate which is north of the county take 
advantage of any development.  He stated that it has already been through three 



(3) public meetings with a lot of comments from the community.  If the board 
approved the resolution of support and the map, the chairman would notify the 
cities, and the board members of the growth plan opening.  If any cities wish to 
amend the growth plan, they will need to bring those forward with the changes.  
Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion of approval of what was being 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Mike Reeves and passed unanimously. 

 



 



 



 
 
 The committee also discussed the public works budget amendment, TDOT 
expansion agreement for exit 39.  The chairman stated that he had spoken to 
TDOT, they are having the same push back from surrounding counties that we are 
giving to them.  The contract that was sent was supposed to be referencing maps, 



an early set of maps have already been through several revisions.  TDOT had said 
not to worry about passing anything that a new set of maps would be presented.  
The chairman stated that contract document would have parts in it that would 
look the same, the chairman stated that they may go through the document and 
mark out what they did not want and pass on what was left, that would be 
presented next month meeting due to not have a document in hand now.  
Commissioner Robert Sills that the next thing on the agenda was an update from 
Mr. Bliss on the airport. 

 



 
 
 Commissioner Goodroe reported Health and Welfare Committee.  The 
committee met on January 9th, the committee discussed the ambulance report 
and the Spring into Clean resolution.  Commissioner Goodroe made the motion 



for approval of the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Goodroe and passed unanimously. 

 
 
 Commissioner Goodroe stated that the next item on the agenda was the 
Animal Shelter contract.  They did not have a contract at the time so a special 
called meeting was called today at 6:00.  He stated that the committee approved 



the contract for the architect and the construction manager as long as the 
arbitration language was removed. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 No action was needed at this time.  Next the committee discussed solid 
waste equipment auction and the hospital committee schedule a meeting. 



 
 Personnel Committee did not meet. 
 
 Commissioner Webb reported for the Education Committee.  The 
committee met on January 10th, the committee discussed the county schools 



desegregation suit review, budget amendments for the general fund 141 and the 
federal projects fund 142, and the school board quarterly financial report. 

 
 



 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee.  The committee met on January 10th, the committee discussed the 
Sheriff’s report, circuit court budget amendment, Jail disciplinary review board 
appointments, overdose updates, flock camera update, fire department 
equipment sale, Oakland and emergency medical service contract, and the sheriff 
department budget amendment. 

 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves reported for the Budget Committee.  The 
committee met on January 10th, the committee discussed several budget 
amendments made by the County Clerk, Circuit court budget amendment, Public 



Works Budget amendment, airport budget amendment, Sheriff budget 
amendment, school fund budget amendment, animal shelter contract, Oakland 
fire and emergency medical service contact, fire department equipment sale, 
solid waste equipment auction, fiscal strength letter for grant programs, budget 
calendar, county attorney’s contract, and delinquent tax attorney. 

 



 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the County 
Clerk’s budget amendment for computer monitors with no change to the fund 
balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the County 
Clerk’s budget amendment for office supplies and forms with no change to the 
fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed 
unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the County 
Clerk’s budget amendment to digitized the marriage book records with no change 
to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Salmon and 
passed unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Circuit Court 
Clerk’s budget amendment for new computers with no change to the fund 



balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed 
unanimously. 

 
 



 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve Public Works for 
the budget amendment the purchase equipment and scales.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Robert Sills and passed unanimously. 
 

 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the airport 
budget amendment of a fund balance reduction of $26,000.00 for virtual tower 



and heating units.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and 
passed unanimously. 

 
 



 Commissioner Steve Reeves stated that they did not have information in 
the budget for the rent at the airport.  The chairman stated it is in the budget 
committee minutes.  Raising the facility rent of T-Hangars from $255 to $275, 
Common Hangar from $180 to $200, Tie-Down from $48 to $68, the rent has not 
been raised in 8 eight years.  Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Sheriff’s 
budget amendment for office supplies with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 

 



 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the school’s 
general fund 141 with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Salmon and passed unanimously. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the school’s 
federal project fund amendment 142.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Fire and First 
Responder contract which did pass Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee 
and the Budget Committee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice.  
Commissioner Wiggins stated that in addition to being a County Commissioner he 



is also the Vice Mayor of Oakland and that this will come before him on a 
different board.  He has gotten advise from the County Attorney, the County 
Mayor, Oakland’s attorney and Oakland’s Mayor, he has no conflict in this matter 
but if one should arrive in the future, he would like to have a roll call vote in this 
matter.  With Commissioner’s Terrye Canady, David Crislip, Tim Goodroe, Steve 
Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Win Moore, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, 
Mike Reeves, Steve Reeves, Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, Betty Salmon, Ray Seals, 
Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, and David Webb.  Commissioner Adrian Wiggins 
abstained.  With (18) eighteen Commissioner’s voting yes and (1) one abstaining 
the motion passed. 

 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Fire 
Department surplus sale of equipment.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve Solid Waste 
surplus sale of equipment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins 
and passed unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the fiscal strength 
and efficient government fiscal confirmation letter.  The chairman stated that this 
was basically explaining what takes place if the county has debt issues and the 
way the county would proceed with the budget.  This letter is confirmation with 



Comptroller office and a stipulation to apply for grants.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 

 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the budget 
calendar for the fiscal year 2023-2024.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 



 



 



 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves stated that the county attorney’s contract 
went before budget with the request that the Form 1099 IRS form for additional 
work.  Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion for approval.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Robert Sills.  Commissioner Leggett stated that he 



had a issue with paying $84,000.00 a year for an attorney that is part-time and to 
go to court to sit second seat.  The chairman stated that outside help is hired 
when the expertise is needed.  Mr. Rick Rosser spoke to the board about the 
pending cases and cases that have been closed.  Question was called, 
Commissioner Leggett stated that he was not belittling the job that he does he 
just didn’t agree with the additional pay per hour to go to court when that is part 
of what he is already being paid.  Commissioner Laskoski asked that if the 
chairman could share with the committee the monthly reports from the attorney.  
The chairman stated that he could.  The motion passed with two no’s.  

 



 
  
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Animal 
Shelter architect contract and construction manager contract.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Robert Sills and passed unanimously. 
 



 At the table was a budget amendment for fund 122 Drug Fund.  This comes 
from the Sheriff’s office, he is requesting to use some of the funds for night 
protection equipment and helmets.  Commissioner Leggett made the motion for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed 
unanimously. 

 
 



 Mr. Bliss addressed the board about next air show.  Instead of doing just a 
one (1) day air show, they are looking forward to a two (2) day air show, with 
more performers and acts.  He stated that he was asking for support to insure the 
contract, this will also be part of the fee.  The deposit is $15,000.00 for deposits 
with a deadline of February 1st.  Commissioner Laskoskie made the motion for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 A client attorney meeting was called.  The meeting was called back to order 
with Commissioner Reeves making the motion to approve $10,000.00 cap for 
ongoing litigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Salmon and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Goodroe stated that he had been approached in regards to 
the Fire Department training center.  They have been looking for a new location.  
It would benefit financially for the county and with the high school if the new 
center be placed on the property that was bought by the county on Yum Yum 
Road beside the Fayette County Health Department.   
 
 With no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
            Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 


