
FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
July 25, 2023 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in regular session on 
July 25, 2023, at the Bill G. Kelley Justice Complex in Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and 
presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea Taylor.  Also, present and presiding were the Sherriff, 
James R. “Bobby” Riles, Shana N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and the following County 
Commissioners:  Terry Canady, David Crislip, Tim Goodroe, Steve Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Claude 
Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Mike Reeves, Steve Reeves, Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, Betty Salmon, 
Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, David Webb, and Adrian Wiggins.  Commissioners Win 
Moore and Jim Norton were absent. 
 
 A quorum was declared with seventeen (17) Commissioner’s present and two (2) 
Commissioner’s absent. 
 
 Commissioner Tommy Perkins gave the invocation. 
 
 The floor was open for non – agenda items.  Mr. H. Ray Wilson at 160 Brockford in Eads 
addressed the board about the old Fayette County US Railroad.  Mr. Wilson worked 38 years with 
the railroad in Memphis and retired in 2004.  Mr. Wilson is inquiring about the M.C. Railroad that 
ran across the front of the Fayette County Justice Complex years ago.  Mr. Wilson was inquiring 
about old photographs or data from anybody that may have had relatives or knew somebody 
that worked for the railroad.  Ms. Hattie Wilson at 1130 Leach Drive of Somerville, addressed the 
board with two (2) points.  Her first point was that there were a lot of new faces and some of the 
commissioners had very soft voices, that name tags needed to be present so that the citizens 
that came to the meeting would know who said what and how they voted.  Second point, she 
lives across from WT Contracting, a sand business down from East Jr. High School.  She has 
learned and continues to learn about the comprehensive plan for the county and the different 
townships.  She thanked the commissioners for the good work that they do for the county.  
Mickey White at 205 Casey Drive in Rossville addressed the board about the web site for the 
county to be updated about the county meetings, videos, and start zooming for people that 
cannot make it in time.  With no one else coming forward the floor was closed. 
 
 Next on the agenda was the approval of the June 2023 minutes.  Commissioner Leggett 
made the motion to approve, with the pages that were missing being added.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Perkins.  Commissioner Wiggins pointed out that a couple of votes 
were cut off, with the corrections being made and the pages added to the minutes were 
approved. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the following as notaries:  
Matthew T. Black, Allison Clay, Z’Squita A. Gillespie, Lacy Harden, Elizabeth Leigh McDonald, 
Barbara J. Mitchell, Melissa Moore, Donna O’Neal, Michael V. Peeney, Carl Pope, Lynn B. Sparks, 



and Angela Thornton.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Robert Sills and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was the financial reports, which the chairman stated that these are 
the year-end reports, which included the Register of Deeds, General Session Court, County Clerk, 
Mr. McNab put a summary in for the end of June 2023 and on the table is the year-end report.  
For any questions, please get with the appropriate official. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 There were no new reports for the Sheriff’s Department, Board of Education, Juvenile 
Court, Board of Public Works, or the Planning and Development. 
 
  



 The Chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that the large storm that came 
through knocked out most of the county with electricity and tree damage.  The numbers have 
been collected, with the FEMA damage, it looks like the county will be declared as disaster, but it 
may take several more months before that is official since there was no loss of life and immediate 
economic distress.  For the residents of the county, if you have trees that have been cut up, the 
landfill is accepting them for no charge, which is being tracked so that FEMA can reimburse the 
county.  Animal shelter bids have been received, the architect is reviewing it to bring back a 
number, which looks to be on budget, it will be another week due to construction management.  
It has fifteen (15) different parts to it and each one has a different vendor.  Economic 
Development interviews are being held. 
 

Charles McNab reported for the Trustee’s office.  He stated that this past fiscal year, 
$618,000.00 in interest has been collected which is an increase of over $500,000.00, which can 
be used to support the county and not have to raise the tax rate. 

 
The Development Committee did not meet. 
 
Commissioner Goodroe reported for the Health and Welfare Committee which met on 

July 10, 2023.  The committee discussed the ambulance report, ambulance equipment sale 
request, solid waste equipment sale request and the Drug Free Fayette to establish an advisory 
board. 



 
 
 Commissioner Goodroe made the motion to approve the sale request of two ambulances 
and a fire rescue truck.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed 
unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Goodroe made the motion to approve the sale request from Solid Waste 
of a track loader.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mike Reeves and passed 
unanimously. 



 
 
 Commissioner Goodroe made the motion to approve the Drug Free Fayette County 
Advisory Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 



 
 
 The Personnel Committee did not meet. 
 
 The Education Committee did not meet. 
 



 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee, which 
met on July 25, 2023.  The committee approved a budget amendment for the sheriff’s 
department, the sheriff wishes to transfer an employee that has been working in the jail, in a 
supervisory position to supervising inmates on picking up litter in the county, with no change to 
the fund balance.  Commissioner Rice made the motion for approval.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 

 



 The Budget Committee did not meet. 
 
 The chairman presented the board with Sheriff’s Personnel/ Human Resources Policy. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 Commissioner Oglesby reported for the Audit Committee which met on July 25, 2023.  
The committee discussed the 2022 audit findings from the Comptroller’s office which consisted 
of four (4) findings.  One in public works, two in schools, and one in the trustee which has already 
been taken care of.  Management in each office concurred the findings and a corrective action 



plan has been initiated.  Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to approve.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Steve Reeves and passed unanimously. 

 



  

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 With no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
       Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 


