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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
February 27, 2024 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in 
regular session on February 27, 2024, at the Bill G. Kelley Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea “Skip” 
Taylor.  Also, present and presiding were the Sheriff, James R. “Bobby” Riles, 
Shana N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and the following County Commissioners: 
Terrye Canady, David Crislip, Tim Goodroe, Steve Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Win 
Moore, Jim Norton, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Mike Reeves, Steve Reeves, 
Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, Betty Salmon, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, 
David Webb, and Adrian Wiggins. 
 
 A quorum was declared with nineteen (19) Commissioners present and 
none absent. 
 
 Commissioner Robert Sills gave the invocation. 
 
 The floor was open to the public for comments.  With no one coming 
forward the floor was closed. 
 
 Commissioner Leggett made the motion to approve the January 23, 2024, 
minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Next on the agenda was public hearings, the chairman asked Jim Atkinson 
to address the board about possible rezoning resolution amendments on electronic 
message boards.  He stated that currently the boards are not permitted in the 
zoning resolution.  This was approved by the planning committee and the 
development committee.  This would allow electronic boards to have static 
messages that would change out so often and not have scrolling, flashing, or 
animated.  The floor was open to the public for comments, with no one coming 
forward to speak for the motion or against the floor was closed.  Commissioner 
Robert Sills made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Mike Reeves and passed with two commissioners voting no. 
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 Commissioner Norton made the motion to approve the following notaries.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Laskoski and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman addressed the board about a nomination for the ID Board.  
The candidate is Chris Triplett, who lives in the Macon area, he has an engineering 
and development background.  Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to 
approve.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Salmon and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Goodroe made the motion to approve the nominations of 
Ray Washington, FCPS and Melissa Douglass, Juvenile Court Youth Officer for the 
Drug Free Fayette Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mike 
Reeves and passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman stated that the School Board reports for November 2023, 
December 2023 and January 2024 were in the packet along with the Trustee’s 
report.  If you have any questions, please get with the appropriate official. 



7 
 

 



8 
 

 



9 
 

 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 



12 
 

 



13 
 

 



14 
 

 



15 
 

 



16 
 

 



17 
 

 



18 
 

 



19 
 

 



20 
 

 



21 
 

 



22 
 

 



23 
 

 
 There were no new reports for the mayor’s office, sheriff ’s office, juvenile 
court, board of public works, or planning and development. 
 
 Dr. Hamlett reported for the board of education.  She stated that they are 
still working on the segregation consent court order, framework of discipline, and 
minority teacher recruitment and retention plan.  They are also working on the 
strategic plan and accreditation plan. She stated that on Friday, March 1, 2024, at 
1:00 they would be honoring Dr. Seuss, read across America.  The TCAP 
assessments are scheduled for April 15th – May 3rd, the summer learning academy 
will be held May 29th – June 26th.  LaGrange Moscow Elementary school has been 
designated as an award school by the State of Tennessee, they have made a lot of 
achievements.  All Fayette County public schools have been listed as satisfactory 
by the State of Tennessee. 
 
 Charles Mcnab reported for the Trustee’s office, he stated that last month 
almost $200,00.00 had been collected in interest which brings the total so far to 
$1,093,000.00, with 86.1% of the current property taxes with $2.7 million 
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remaining, with all being collected but $177,000.00 of year 2022 property taxes 
which is about 0.93% with a few days left to collect. 
 
 Commissioner Robert Sills reported for the Development Committee, which 
met on February 12, 2024.  The committee discussed the Industrial Development 
Board nominee, Solar Farm inspection services, Building Permit fee 
reimbursement, Solar Farm Moratorium, Electronic Message Boards, 
Campgrounds, Airport update, Airport Insurance recovery, miscellaneous fund 
101, and the Career Center building possession. 
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Commissioner Robert Sills stated the committee heard the idea of hiring 
someone to oversee the solar farm inspection process, the committee approved 
up to $100,000.00 for this, which is a fraction of what the actual price of the permit 
fee is.  The chairman stated that the estimated fee is $760,000.00 for the solar farm 
which $100,000.00 should take us through the project, probably be over twelve 
(12) months.  Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion to approve.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Robert Sills stated that an applicant submitted in 2022 a 
building permit but the building was never built and a refund had been requested.  
Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion to approve.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Robert Sills stated that the committee had discussed a 1-year 
moratorium for the solar farms.  Commissioner Robert Sills stated that this would 
not affect anything that has already been permitted, it would only affect the ones 
seeking a new permit.  Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion to approve.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Goodroe and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Goodroe reported for Health and Welfare Committee, which 
met on February 12, 2024.  The committee discussed the ambulance report, 
insurance recovery, Drug Free Fayette Board nominees, Drug Free Fayette, and 
miscellaneous budget amendment 101. 
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 Commissioner Webb reported for the Education Committee, which met on 
February 13, 2024.  The committee discussed the copier contract for archives, 
library budget amendment, and the schools budget amendments. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee, which met on February 13, 2024.  The committee discussed the 
sheriff ’s report, initial setup for fund 363, miscellaneous fund 101, drug fund 122 
reserve and miscellaneous, noise resolution, and acceptance of property.   
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Commissioner Leggett made the motion to approve the donation of the 
properties.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves reported for the Budget Committee, which met 
on February 13, 2024.  The committee discussed miscellaneous budget 
amendment for fund 101, airport fund 101, ambulance insurance recovery, county 
clerk budget amendment, drug court budget amendment, drug fund 122 
miscellaneous and reserve transfer, schools budget amendment, copier contract 
for archives, fund 363 initial setup, career center building possession, medical 
examiner, cremation fees, acceptance of property, and Courthouse renovations. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the miscellaneous 
budget amendment 101 with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the budget 
amendment 101 airport insurance recovery.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Robert Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the budget 
amendment 101 ambulance insurance recovery.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve budget 
amendment for the County Clerk to purchase a tablet.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve SAMHSA Grant.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Webb and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve budget 
amendment 122, for instructional supplies, with no change to the fund balance.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Webb and passed unanimously. 



43 
 

 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the budget 
amendment 122 drug fund for law enforcement supplies.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Mike Reeves and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the budget 
amendment 141 schools general fund for a gear up program.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Salmon and passed unanimously. 



45 
 

 



46 
 

 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve budget 
amendment 142, the school’s federal projects, with no change to the fund balance.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the quote for the 
archive department’s canon copier.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Terrye Canady and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Judicial 
District fund budget amendment 363, initial set up for the drug task force.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Career Center 
ownership.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby.  The chairman 
stated that this would allow a letter to be sent to the school board stating that the 
county is taking possession of the building.  After much discussion, the motion 
passed to accept the property.  Commissioner Perkins made the motion that the 
School Board put the new roof on the building which they pay for, and everyone is 
even.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to increase the pay for the 
medical examiner by $1,000.00 a month which would bring it to $12,000.00 
annually.  In the packet was not a budget amendment, which would be brought 
forward at a later date, the motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the cremation 
fees.  Commissioner Steve Reeves stated that the county is not charging for the 
cremation certificate, the standard is $50.00.  The committee made the motion to 
approve.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the courthouse 
renovation increase of an extra $72,000.00 for unexpected expenses.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Crislip and passed unanimously. 
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 Under new business, the chairman stated that he has been trying to get 
information and a business plan together on the hospital.  He stated that he has 
only received 2 emails, they both said that he wants to help but also wants to keep 
everything confidential.  The chairman stated that he needed a motion to be able 
to tell Dr. Kumar thank you, but we need to decline at this time and move forward.  
Commissioner Norton made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Oglesby and passed with Commissioner Leggett voting no. 
 
 With no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
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      Rhea Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 


