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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
April 23, 2024 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in 
regular session on April 23, 2024, at the Bill G. Kelley Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea “Skip” 
Taylor.  Also, present and presiding were the Sheriff, Jame R. “Bobby” Riles, Shana 
N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and following County Commissioners:  Terrye 
Canady, David Crislip, Tim Goodroe, Terry Leggett, Win Moore, Jim Norton, 
Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, Betty 
Salmon, Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, David Webb, and Adrian Wiggins.  County 
Commissioners Steve Laskoski, Mike Reeves, and Ray Seals were absent. 
 
 A quorum was declared with sixteen (16) Commissioners present and three 
(3) Commissioners absent. 
 
 Commissioner David Webb gave the invocation. 
 
 The floor was open to the public for comments.  Mickie White of Rossville 
addressed the board about the solar farms.  He stated that he is against them and 
stressed that the County Commission should vote against the solar farms coming 
into our county.  Elton Holmes addressed the board; he is a part of the Blue Oval 
Good Neighbors.  This is an organized group that is trying to get Ford to come to 
the table to negotiate a CBA.  This is a Community Business Agreement, which is 
an agreement between the community and Cooperation, and they are seeking the 
board’s support.  With no one else coming forward, the board was closed. 
 
 Commissioner Leggett made the motion to approve the March 26, 2024, 
minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries: 
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The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed unanimously. 
 Commissioner Perkins made the motion to approve Stan Smith, First 
Baptist Church of Somerville, and Alvin Wright, health Coordinator at the Fayette 
County Health Department, as members of the Drug Free Fayette Advisory Board 
Members.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 The Chairman stated that the Trustee’s and the School’s financial reports 
are in the packets for review and to get with the appropriate official for any 
questions. 
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 The chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He presented to the board a 
private act that the Governor has signed to send back to the board, the private act 
establishes the Fayette County Water Authority.  The water authority can operate 
anywhere in the county but outside the city’s jurisdiction. This will be a stand-
alone entity.  He stated that this will be back in front of the board next month and 
it will take a 2/3 vote to pass. 
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The chairman presented a copy of the budget that will be presented to each 
committee in May, he stated that the numbers are worst case scenario, with many 
deficits.  Next, the chairman stated that Buc-ee’s is coming to Fayette County in 
Gallaway.   
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This will be presented to the Industrial Development Board on May 13, 2024, they 
are asking to create a Tax Incremental Financing District (TIF), all that means is 
that they are putting a lot of infrastructure in that area, about $17,000,000.00 of 
infrastructure will be put into place.  Over half of that will be on the roads, water 
and sewers, and leveling. 
 
 There were no new reports for the sheriff ’s office, board of education, 
juvenile court, board of public works, or the planning department. 
 
 Charles McNab reported for the Trustee’s office.  He stated that 
$213,000.00 was collected in interest last month, which brings the total so far for 
this year to $1,498,000.00.  He thinks that they may end the year close to about 
$2,000,000.00. The 2023 property taxes that have been collected are at 96.46%. 
 
 Commissioner Robert Sills reported for the Development Committee which 
met on April 8, 2023.  The committee discussed the solar farm regulation review 
committee, solar farm permit status, railroad easement donation request by the 
town of Somerville, Bernard Community Center, airport year-to-date budget 
report, bi-directional amplifier system, and the airport and development office. 
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 Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion to approve the members of the 
Solar Farm Regulation Review Committee which will include the Development 
Committee, Debbie Sullivan, Farm Bureau Representative, Engineer, Realtor, Jim 
Atkinson, and Gordon Tomlin. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Norton and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion to have the minutes amended 
to reflect the intent of the motion that no more Solar Farm permits be accepted.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Norton and passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman addressed the board about the lease of Bernard Community 
Center.  Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the lease with 
hours of operation being added to the lease.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Oglesby.  Commissioner Leggett suggested that the limit needs to 
be set for the liability insurance of a minimum of $1,000,000.00.  Commissioner 
Perkins asked to set it to no alcohol.  Commissioner Leggett asked for this to be 
tabled until next month’s meeting.  The motion was seconded by Goodroe and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Goodroe reported for the Health and Welfare Committee, 
which met on April 8, 2024.  The committee discussed the ambulance report, 
Drug Free Fayette Advisory Board members, Drug Free Fayette media campaign, 
animal shelter director, household hazardous waste event, temporary personnel, 
and veterans and county coroner. 
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 Commissioner Goodroe made the motion to approve the Drug Free Fayette 
Media Campaign.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Personnel Committee did not meet. 
 
 Commissioner Webb reported for the Education Committee which met on 
April 9, 2024.  The committee discussed the library general fund budget 
amendment, schools general fund 141 budget amendment, and the school’s 
projects federal fund 142 budget amendments. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee which met on April 9, 2024.  The committee discussed the sheriff ’s 
report, burn permits, bi-directional amplifier systems, fire department sale of 
vehicles, volunteer fire department equipment grant budget amendment, fund 101 
no change to the fund balance budget amendment for the sheriff, fire, and ema, 
recovery court grant budget amendment, and the drug fund 122 with no change to 
the fund balance budget amendment. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves reported for the Budget Committee, which met 
on April 9, 2024.  The committee discussed the career center roof repair, volunteer 
fire department equipment grant budget amendment, fund 101 with no change to 
the fund balance budget amendment, miscellaneous general fund 101, temporary 
personnel, drug fund 122 with no change to the fund balance budget amendment, 
Bernard Community Center, experimental airplane association (EAA), fire 
department sale of vehicles, employee retirement system county match, and the 
MCP facility contract. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves stated that the committee had asked Attorney 
Tom Minor to discuss the Career Center Roof Repair.  The committee decided to 
table it until next month’s meeting.  The chairman stated that he was instructed to 
get with Dr. Hamlett to see if there has been further discussion on the cost to bring 
back to the board for further discussion. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Fire 
Departments volunteer equipment no match grant.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve additional grant 
funds for the recovery court fund 101 with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the request to 
move funds across several departments with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Robert Sills and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the request to 
move funds to temporary personnel with no change to the fund balance.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve drug fund 122 
with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Salmon and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the schools 
general fund 141.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Webb and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the schools 
federal project fund 142.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Webb and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the schools 
budget amendment with no change to the fund balance.  The motion was 
seconded by Wiggins and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Lauderdale 
County to purchase a surplus pumper from the Fayette County Fire Department.  
The motion is seconded by Rice and passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the county match 
of 4.66% on the TCRS.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the MCP facility 
contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Salmon and passed 
unanimously. 
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 Under new business, the chairman addressed the board about the roof 
replacement on career building due to the damage getting worse, he stated that he 
has an estimate of $40,000.00, it would have to be bid out.  The chairman asked 
for the board’s permission to go forward with getting the repairs done.  
Commissioner Norton made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins.  After much discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  



175 
 

 



176 
 

 
 
 The chairman stated, the building that the trustee, register of deeds, 
property assessor, and chancery court clerk’s office is in the lease is coming up in 
June.  The contractor has told the chairman that he will be finished in July.  He 
presented a lease agreement to extend the lease for six (6) months.  Commissioner 
Wiggins made the motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Rice and passed unanimously. 
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 With no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
      Rhea “Skip” Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
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______________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 
 
 


