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FAYETTE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY 
August 27, 2024 

 
 BE IT REMEMBERED that the Fayette County Legislative Body met in 
regular session on August 27, 2024, at the Bill G. Kelley Justice Complex in 
Somerville, Tennessee. Present and presiding was the County Mayor, Rhea “Skip” 
Taylor.  Also, present and presiding were the Sheriff, James R. “Bobby” Riles, 
Shana N. Burch, Fayette County Clerk, and the following County Commissioners:  
Terrye Canady, David Crislip, Steve Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Win Moore, Claude 
Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Mike Reeves, Steve Reeves, Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, 
Betty Salmon, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, David Webb, and Adrian 
Wiggins.  Commissioner Tim Goodroe and Jim Norton were absent. 
 
 A quorum was declared with seventeen (17) Commissioners present, and 
two Commissioners absent. 
 
 The chairman gave the invocation. 
 
 The floor was open for public comments.  Mr. James Guvvo of 990 Payne 
Road in Oakland, TN.  He addressed the board about his concerns for the Macon 
solar farm that would be going across from his and his neighbor’s house.  He stated 
that it would be going across from his property that is in the greenbelt, that is a 
nature reserve, and the animals would be affected.  Betty Lewis addressed the 
board about the easement of the railroad and that the land needs to be turned 
over to the rightful owners and not the county.  Erika Ramer of Moscow, TN., 
addressed the board about granting more than just 5% to the teachers of Fayette 
County.  Mr. H. Ray Wilson of 160 Brockford Drive in Eads, TN., addressed the 
board about a comment that was made by Sheriff Riles at the last County 
Commission meeting.  With no one else coming forward, the floor was closed. 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the July 23, 2024, 
minutes with the correction of Robert Sills being added to a motion.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Perkins and passed unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Atkinson addressed the board about a rezoning from R2 to SA at 1815 
Liberty Road in Moscow, TN.  The property owner is looking to rezone two (2) 
acres along the roadside to operate a storefront for farm related products.  The 
floor was open to the public, with no one coming forward, for or against the floor 
was closed.  Commissioner Leggett made the motion to approve.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Canady and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Laskoski made the motion to approve the following as 
notaries: 
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 Commissioner Oglesby made the motion to approve Billy Wilson as a new 
nominee and John Arnett as a re-appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals 
members.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watkins and passed 
unanimously. 
  
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve Will Landry as an 
Industrial Development Board member.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Salmon and passed unanimously. 
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 The chairman stated that the financial reports were in the packet and to get 
with the appropriate official for any questions. 
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 The chairman reported for the mayor’s office.  He stated that the ID Board 
met and Buc-ee’s is final, all paperwork has been done and is back in Buc-ee’s 
hands.  Technically there must be a closing and will take place sometime in 
September.  Ford has made an announcement that they are delaying production 
from February 2026 to the second quarter or late 2027.  The battery plant is 
moving forward and will be producing batteries.  The production plant on the Ford 
side gave several reasons.  With one being the battery technology, they are trying 
to catch up with, the infrastructure was not there, production has been pushed off 
for about a year and a half. 
 
 There were no new reports for the sheriff, juvenile court, board of public 
works, or planning and development. 
 
 Dr. Versie Hamlett reported for the board of education.  She stated that she 
did not have an official report but wanted to echo Erika Ramer. 
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 Charles McNab reported for the trustee.  He stated that in July, $202,000.00 
of interest had been collected.  On September 24, 2024, there will be a tax sale, 
looking at about 70 properties.  As of last Friday, the number was down to 43 and 
hopefully be down more. 
 
 Commissioner Robert Sills reported for the Development Committee, which 
met on August 12, 2024.  The committee discussed the phone contract and the 
budget for the airport and the rezoning on Liberty Road. 
 

 
 Commissioner Robert Sills reported for the Development Committee, which 
met on August 27, 2024.  The committee discussed the TDOT realignment, ID 
Board appointments, and the board of zoning appeals nominations. 
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 Commissioner Robert Sills made the motion to approve the TDOT road 
alignment on Thorpe Road, near exit 42.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Perkins.  The chairman stated that TDOT is working on a project to 
align a county road to another county road for an ease of access.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Commissioner Leggett reported for the Health and Welfare Committee, 
which met on August 12, 2024.  The committee discussed the ambulance report, 
ambulance relocation from Oakland, health department building update, and the 
flu shots. 
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 Personnel Committee did not meet. 
 
 Commissioner Webb reported for the Education Committee, which met on 
August 13, 2024.  The committee discussed the school’s budget request and the 
county historian. 
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 Commissioner Rice reported for the Criminal Justice Committee, which met 
on August 13, 2024.  The committee discussed the sheriff ’s report. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves reported for the Budget Committee which met 
twice.  On August 13, 2024, the committee discussed the airport phone contract, 
trustee credit card contract, school general fund 141, general fund 101, and 
property tax rat. 



491 
 

 



492 
 

 
Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the airport phone 

service agreement.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Robert Sills and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the trustee’s 
credit card contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Webb and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves reported for the Budget Committee which met 
on August 27, 2024.  The committee discussed the workforce memorandum, 
school fund 141, schools fund 142, public works fund 131, and the sheriffs vehicle 
auction. 
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The chairman addressed the board about the workforce development district 
memorandum of understanding. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Perkins, without it passing unanimously a roll call was 
called.  Commissioner Win Moore, Claude Oglesby, Tommy Perkins, Steve Reeves, 
Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, Betty Salmon, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, Larry Watkins, 
and Adrian Wiggins voting yes.  Commissioners Terrye Canady, David Crislip, 
Steve Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Mike Reeves, and David Webb voting no.  With 
eleven (11) voting yes and six (6) voting no, the motion passed. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve public works fund 
131 5-Year adjustment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and 
passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the Sheriff to sell 
surplus vehicles that he wants to dispose of.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to maintain and adopt 
funding allocation to the budget and budget expenditures so the fund balance 
ending in fiscal year 2024-2025 will not fall less than $5,000,000.00.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby.  Commissioner Leggett made the 
motion to table until the new school board members have a chance to weigh in on 
the decision.  The chairman stated that by state laws, the county must turn 
revenue’s in at a minimum.  He stated that everything must be turned into the 
Comptroller of Tennessee by August 31, 2024.  If the budget is not approved and 
the revenues and any guidance on fund balance that they give us, they will accept 
it.  The school board will meet and pass the expenditures side of the budget.  The 
chairman stated that the motion is out of order due to state law and that he simply 
must have a portion of the revenues to send into the state and if the expenditures 
get tabled, the county commission will not be able to vote at all on those.  A roll 
call vote was asked, the commissioners would be voting yes if they want to table 
the expenditures, no if they did not want to table the motion.  Commissioners 
Terrey Canady, David Crislip, Steve Laskoski, Terry Leggett, Mike Reeves, and 
Larry Watkins voted yes.  Commissioners Win Moore, Claude Oglesby, Steve 
Reeves, Matt Rhea, Elizabeth Rice, Betty Salmon, Ray Seals, Robert Sills, David 
Webb, and Adrian Wiggins voted no.  With six (6) commissioners voting yes and 
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eleven (11) commissioners voting no, the motion was made to not table the 
expenditures.  Commissioner Steve Reeves original motion passed. 

 
 
 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the 5% COLA for 
employees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wiggins and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 The chairman stated that the commissioners had received a packet, a 
revision was sent out for fund 101 and revision for 141 was placed on the table.  
He asked for a general motion to adopt this and a general motion on the resolution 
for the appropriations for various funds. 
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 Commissioner Steve Reeves made the motion to approve the appropriation 
and the tax levy.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Oglesby and 
passed unanimously. 
 
 The chairman stated that Hunter Winfrey, the director of the EMA, resigned.  
His last day will be August 31, 2024.  Applications have been turned in from four 
individuals. 
 
 Under new business, Commissioner Norton has submitted his resignation.  
Commissioner Canady made the motion to table it until the next meeting.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Leggett and passed unanimously. 
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 With no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
       Rhea “Skip” Taylor, County Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Shana N. Burch, County Clerk 
 
 


